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I. — Peculiarities of Agricultural Labourers' Earnings. 

It is many years since the subject of the wages of Agricultural 
Labourers engaged the attention of this Society. Two short papers 
appear in our Journal, showing the rate of wages in certain agricul- 
tural counties in 1838. At that time, agriculture, in common with 
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other branches of national industry, was suffering under protection ; 
the gold fields of California and Australia were unknown ; and 
no considerable alleviation had been effected in the severity of the 
settlement and poor removal laws. It therefore appeared to the 
Council, that a paper upon the present rate of agricultural labourers' 
earnings, would afford an appropriate topic for the consideration of 
the Society, especially if any comparison could be made with the 
rate attained under the corn law period. 

There are some circumstances in the condition of the agricultural 
labourer, which, as a preliminary step, are necessary to be considered. 
His principal earnings consist of the weekly money wages, paid to 
himself or to members of his family ; or payments for task or piece- 
work, chiefly made to himself; the rate of his weekly earnings by the 
latter, exceeding the former considerably ; there are also the money- 
wages for harvest, at which the earnings of himself and family will 
frequently be double the ordinary rates. During harvest time, most 
farmers allow a liberal, and in some cases an unlimited, supply of 
beer or cider to all their labourers, in addition to their pay; or 
increased pay is given specifically in lieu of drink ; in some districts, 
besides beer and cider, food in abundant quantities is given. It is 
not the fact that the practice of paying part of the labourers wages 
in food " is now entirely dispensed with," as stated in the discussion 
on prices and wages at the Statistical Congress;* the custom prevails 
extensively in Wales, and in some of the western and northern coun- 
ties. In Devonshire, a regular allowance of cider is made to the men 
all the year round, or Is. per week is given instead. In some counties, 
as Dorset, the farmer pays part of his men's wages in corn, called 
" gristing or tailing " at Is. per bushel below the market price. In 
many places the farmers allow their men potato ground, which 
they also manure ; in other places it is a practice to " lead " fuel for 
the labourers. In some of the western counties and in "Wales, the 
labourer lodges and boards with the farmer ; in other places, a cottage, 
garden, and potato ground is given, in addition to the wages; in 
the Shiffnal Union this advantage is considered to be equal to about 
51. per annum. ' In Northumberland and Durham a peculiar system 
of hiring labour prevails ; the farm labourer or "hind" is provided 
with a cottage, and is pajd by a sliding scale, in kind principally, 
according to the market price of corn. 

The diversity of form under which the labourers obtain their 
remuneration renders it difficult, if not impossible, to reduce their 
earnings to a unity of expression in money value ; and therefore 
renders any comparison of the weekly wages of one district with 
those of another liable to error, if the value of the labourer's perqui- 
sites is "not kept in view. 

* " Report of the Fourth Session," p. 324. 

z2 
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But in stating the money wages and perquisites of the labourer 
and of his family, we are yet short of his real income. The gleaning 
of his wife and younger children will produce an amount, which he 
regards as important. In his own cottage-garden, if he has not a piece 
of ground especially granted to him for the purpose, he will often grow 
potatoes enough for the year's supply. He will keep a pig, which when 
fatted, is for his own consumption ; or sometimes, as in Sussex, his 
wife will rear poultry for market ; or, he has common rights, under 
which he cuts furze, or digs turf for fuel, or whieh yield an 
excellent run for his poultry. Now these advantages, which are inci- 
dental to the agricultural labourer's position, must be borne in mind 
when we attempt an estimate of his resources ; especially, when those 
resources are to be contrasted with the wages of artizans and 
labourers in towns. Nor should it be forgotten that for a consider- 
able part of the year the earnings of his wife and children, who work 
in the fields at weekly wages, or who assist the husband when 
engaged at task work, augment his income. There are also some 
cottage manufactures, by which an addition is made to his earnings. 
In Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire, the cottager's family are 
principally employed in the manufacture of straw-plait and lace ; and 
similar domestic manufactures exist in other rural districts. Finally, 
the value of wheat gleaned is not to be forgotten; — in 1837,* the 
value of the gleanings of 388 Norfolk and Suffolk families was 423J. 
12*., or 11. Is. lOd. per family.* It is stated, however, in one of the 
present returns, that " in a good season an active woman will make 
from 30s. to 40*. gleaning," (Boyston Union). 

II. — Bate of Earnings in 1860. 

The agricultural produce of England and Wales is raised, or 
rather was raised in 1851, on an area of 24,905,758 acres, which is 
equal to two-thirds of the whole surface of the kingdom. The 
proportion of arable to pasture land, embraced by that area, is not 
known, but we have the authority of the Commissioners of the 
Census for stating that a considerable addition may be made to the 
number of acres farmed, " on the assumption that many of the 
" farmers did not return the acreage of pasture or moor land held 
" by them, in addition to the number of acres actually farmed."t 
The number of labourers required on this acreage was 1,345,484, 
including 91,698 small farmers, who returned themselves as employ- 
ing no labourers. 

Those working for wages on the 31st March, 1851, were 1,253,786 
who were thus classed : — 

* Dr. Kay, Statistical Journal, No. Ill, 1888. 
f " Census of Occupations," 1851, Vol. i, p. 80. 
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Class. 


Under 
20 Years. 


20 Years 

and 
Upwards. 


Total. 


Males : — 


183,839 

2,265 

101,508 

9,457 
51,706 


724.839 
10,252 
87,608 

34.862 
47.45° 


908,«78 




12,517 




189,116 








1,110,311 


Females : — 


44,319 


In-door farm servants (not! 


99,156 


Total Females 


143,475 



Had the census of 1851 been taken two or three months later, 
the number of women and children employed in out-door labour 
would have been greater than here returned. 

To ascertain the Rate of Earnings of agricultural labourers, the 
Poor Law Board requested their Inspectors to obtain from a selected 
number of Unions in each district, those particulars which have 
been since presented to Parliament. The Unions were selected as 
representative of the general agrarian industry of the respective 
districts ; the wages and other particulars were mostly procured by 
the aid of the chairmen of those unions. The gentlemen holding 
that office at their respective Boards, had the best opportunities 
of obtaining and verifying the information transmitted to the 
central department. 

I will now proceed to state the most important facts under each 
division, referring those who may desire minuter details to the 
parliamentary return moved for by Mr. Villiers (No. 14, " Agricul- 
tural Labourer's Earnings," Sess. 1861), and which relates to the 
quarters ended at Michaelmas and Christmas last, respectively. 
(Table I and II, Appendix.) 

South Easteew Division. 

This district comprises five union counties, with an area of 
4,065,105 acres, and a population of 1,628,386 persons (census 1851) ; 
of the adult population 184,601 are engaged in agriculture, or 20'8 
per cent. Pour of these counties are represented by returns from 
thirteen unions, namely, — Surrey by the Epsom and Godstone 
Unions; Kent by Faversham, Eastry, and Romney Marsh; Sussex 
by Ticehurst, Westhampnett, and Midhurst ; Southampton by 
Droxford and Andover; and Berks by Hungerford, Farringdon, and 
Wantage Unions. 
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Weekly Wages. — The men's range from 8s. 8d. to 15*. 6d. — the 
average for the Michaelmas quarter being lis. lli^., and for the 
Christmas, lis. Qd. The women's wages average 4s. Id. and 4s. Qd. 
in Michaelmas and Christmas quarters respectively. The children's, 
all of whom are under 16, range from 2s. to 7s., the average being 
3s. Id. in the first, and 3s. 8d. in the second quarter. 

Sanest Wages. — Men 21s. a-week for a fortnight or so. When 
the women assist their husbands at harvesting, which is seldom in 
this Union (Eastry), their earnings would be 20s. per week. 

Allowances. — The only allowance in this district is that of beer, 
which is generally given at the hay and corn harvest, the quantity 
varies from one to four quarts per man, daily. 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter from lis. 6d. to 
25s. per week, average 16s. 3d. ; in the Christmas quarter, lis. 6d. 
to 15s., average 14s. l§d. This work greatly diminishes in the 
winter ; and so far as women and children are concerned, entirely 
ceases then. "Women, in some of the Unions, obtain as much as 
7s. 6d. and 12s. per week piece-work, in the Michaelmas quarter. 

Special Work. — Beaping wheat, 10s. to 14s. per acre ; mowing, 
2s. 9d. to 3s. Qd. (with beer); 5s. to 7s. per acre without beer; 
hoeing turnips (twice), 8s. to 10s. per acre. 

The return from Faversham states that " the average earnings of 
" a family for the quarter ending this Michaelmas, is at least 25 per 
" cent, less than on an average of years." 

South Midland Division. 

Comprises nine union countries with an area of 3,201,290 acres, 
and a population of 1,234,332 persons; of the adults 167,627 are 
engaged in agriculture, or 25"4 per cent. Five counties are here 
represented by returns from nine unions, namely, Herts by Eoyston 
and Hitchin; Northampton by Brkworth, Oundle, and Peter- 
borough ; Hunts by St. Neots ; Beds by Bedford and "Woburn ; and 
Cambridge by the Chesterton Union. 

Weekly Wages. — The men's range from 9s. 6d. to 12s.; the 
average of the Michaelmas quarter being 10s. Id., and Christmas 
10s. id. The women's wages Is. to 7s. Gd.; the Michaelmas average 
was 4s. Id., the Christmas 2s. 8d. The children's wages range from 
6d. to 5s. 6d.; the Michaelmas average was 3s. 5d., the Christmas 
3s. 2\d. 

Harvest Wages. — In the Bedford Eeturn it is stated the harvest 
"wages are usually double to what they generally are, with an" 
"allowance of drink." In other places they range from 13s. to 
20s. 

Allowances. — The practice of giving beer is by no means general 
in this district ; though it is allowed during harvest in some of the 
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unions, where the men have from two to four quarts daily, the 
women and children half that quantity. 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter 12s. to 15s. per 
week, average 13s. Id. ; in the Christmas quarter lis. to 18s., but the 
average was then only 13s. Id. Women in the Michaelmas quarter 
3s. Qd. to 7s. Qd. Children 2s. Qd. to 6s. It is mentioned in the 
Woburn Beturn that very few women are employed in agriculture, 
but that " the principal of them plait, and earn about 2s. Qd. or 3s. 
" weekly," and the same at lace-making. 

Eastebn Drvrsioir. 

Three counties are comprehended in this division, area 3,214,099 
acres, population 1,113,982 persons; of the adults 160,249 are 
engaged in agriculture or 265 per cent. Essex is represented by 
returns from Billericay, Tendring, and Dunmow ; Suffolk by Stow, 
Samford, and Blything; and Norfolk by Aylsham, Depwade, and 
Downham Unions. 

Weekly Wages. — The men's vary from 10s. to 16s. 10 d.; average 
for the Michaelmas quarter 12s. la?., /and for Christmas lis. The 
women's average 4s. 4<d., and 3s. lid. for the respective quarters. 
The children's range from Is. Qd. to 7s.; the average for the two 
separate quarters being 3s. Id. and 3s. 9d. respectively. 

Harvest Wages. — 61. is stated to be the sum paid to the men for 
the harvest month in several of the unions ; in others 18s. to 22s. 
per week, for five weeks, besides an extra allowance of beer, or of 
malt and hops. 

Allowances. — Beer, and in some cases food, is allowed during 
hay-time and harvest; but in some of the unions no allowances are 
made; in others the farmers prefer giving their labourers Is. per 
week in lieu of beer. In the Dunmow Union 5s. per week, in 
addition to the harvest wages of 21s., is given for five weeks instead 
of beer. Sometimes two or three bushels of malt are given instead 
of beer, or 25s. or 30s. 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter lis. Qd. to 23s. 
per week, average 15s. 3d. ; in the subsequent quarter lis. Qd. to 15s. 
average 13s. 3d. There appears to be no task work for women or 
children in this division of the Kingdom, except in two of the Nor- 
folk Unions (Depwade and Downham) where, in the harvest quarter, 
women's earnings are stated to be 4s. and 9s. a week respectively. 

Special Work. — Haymakers and mowers 3s. per acre, and two 
quarts of beer daily ; from the same place (Stow Union) it is stated 
that " Harvest men have been taking their work to get the harvest 
" all carted and stacked, each man about 12| to 13 acres, at 8s. 
" 8s. Qd. to 9s. per acre, with three bushels of malt worth 27s.; and 
" in some cases hops also, three pounds, worth 3s." 



334 Pttbdt on Bate of Wages of Agricultural [Sept. 

South Westebn Division. 

Comprises five union-counties, area 4,994,490 acres, population 
1,803,291 persons ; 227,554 of the adults are engaged in agriculture, 
or 23'3 per cent. The counties are represented by returns from 
twelve unions, namely, "Wilts by Devizes and Alderbury ; Dorset by 
Wimborne and Cranborne, Wareham and Purbeck, and Cerne ; Devon 
by Axminster, Okehampton, Tiverton and Barnstaple : Cornwall by 
Camelford; and Somerset by the Shepton Mallet and Axbridge 
Unions. 

Weekly Wages. — Men's range from 8*. to 12*.; the Michaelmas 
average being 9*. 6|</., Christmas 9s. 5\d. The women's wages 
average 3s. 9d. and 4s. for the respective quarters. The children's 
range from 2s. to 4s. Qd.; the average of the first quarter was 3s. 4>d., 
of the second 2s. 9%d. 

Harvest Wages. — Are mentioned in the Wimborne and Cranborne 
Union only ; they are stated to be 12s. per week for an able-bodied 
labourer, with an allowance of one gallon of ale or cider per day. 

Allowances. — In some of the unions there are no allowances as a 
rule, but ale or cider is given at harvest. In the Devon and Somer- 
set Unions two to three pints of cider per day is given the men at all 
seasons. In Devonshire, in 1837, when the weekly wages averaged 
8s., the value of the eider allowed per man was generally equal to 2s. 
In some parts the labourers are allowed corn at a fixed price, which 
at the present market value is an advantage to them. Some farmers 
allow their labourers a plot of potato ground, rent free. 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter lis. 6d. to 22s. Qd.; 
average 13s. 8d. Christmas lis. to 13s., average lis. 9d. There 
appears to be no piece work for women or children in this division, 
but one union (Alderbury) gives the earnings of women at 6s. per 
week, during the Michaelmas quarter. 

West Midland Division. 

This district is formed of six union counties, area 3,848,666 acres, 
population 2,132,930 persons, of whom 179,363 are adults engaged in 
agriculture, that is 15'5 per cent. There are returns from sixteen 
unions ; Gloucester is represented by Newent, Stroud Stow-on- 
the-Wold, and Cheltenham; Hereford by Ledbury, Hereford, and 
Bromyard ; Salop by Shiffnal and Atcham ; Stafford by Burton-on- 
Trent; Worcester by Stourbridge, Evesham, Pershore, and Droit- 
wich ; and Warwick by the Warwick and Stratford-on-Avon Unions. 

Weekly Wages. — The men's range from 9s. to 13s. The Michael- 
mas average was 10s. ~\d. ; the Christmas 9s. \l\d. The women's 
averaged 4s. 2d. in the first, and 3s. \ld. in the second quarter. The 
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children's varied from 2s. to 6s. ; the average for the two quarters 
was 3s. 3d. and 3s. 5d. respectively. 

Harvest Wages. — For men 15s. to 20s. per week, with a liberal 
allowance of beer or cider. 

Allowances. — In Gloucester, Hereford, Salop, and Worcester cider 
is allowed in quantities varying from one to three quarts daily. In 
Stafford and Warwick beer, during harvest. But in some unions no 
allowances are made. In the Shiffnal Union, where two quarts 
of beer are given to each man daily, a cottage and garden, one- 
sixteenth of an acre of potato ground, is given rent free, worth 4<l. 
to 51. per year ; the weekly wages being 10s. In the Northern parts 
of the Burton-on-Trent Union the men receive 7s. per week and 
their maintenance for three quarters of the year, and 10s. and 
maintenance for the other quarter. 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter 12s. to 17s. Gd., 
average 14s. 4sd. ; Christmas 12s. to 16s., average 13s. 4|<#. "Women 
at the first quarter from 4s. to 6s. Qd., average 5s. 

Special Work. — Carters, cowmen, and shepherds generally obtain 
from Is. to 2s. Qd. per week more than other labourers. Ploughboys 
in some parts are hired by the year, with SI. or 41. wages. In the 
Droitwich Union 2s. fid. to 3s. Qd. per acre is paid for mowing grass, 
but no food is allowed. 

Nobth Midland Division. 

Comprises five union counties, area 3,537,007 acres, population, 
1,214,538 persons; the number of adults engaged in agriculture 
142,389, or 21'7 per cent, of the population aged twenty years and 
upwards These counties are represented by six unions, namely: 
Leicester by Market Bosworth and Melton Mowbray ; Eutland by 
Oakham ; Lincoln by Louth ; Notts by Newark ; and Derby by the 
Ashbourne Union. 

Weekly Wages. — Men's range lis. to 15s.; the Michaelmas 
quarter average was 13s. Id., Christmas, 12s. 4>%d. Women's, the 
average for the former was 4s. 8d., for the latter quarter 5s. The 
children's wages varied from 2s. to 7s. per week ; the two quarters' 
average being 3s. 2d. and 3s. 8d. respectively. 

Harvest Wages. — Cutting corn in Lincoln and Notts 8s. Qd. to 
10s. per acre. 

Allowances. — Drink and food allowed during harvest only. In the 
Market Bosworth Union 4s. to 5s. is allowed weekly instead. In 
the Melton Mowbray Union Is. 3d. weekly for beer, or eight quarts. 
Ashbourne must be an agreeable place for the haymaker ; the return 
from that union states, that " During the hay harvest some of the 
" labourers engage with the farmer for a month, and receive from 
" 15s. to 18s. weekly, with an unlimited quantity of food of good 
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" quality, consisting of new milk, bread, beef, bacon, cheese, &c, 
" with from one quart to three pints of good homebrewed ale 
" daily." 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter 18s. to 28s. 6d. 
per week, average 22s.; Christmas 15s. Gd. to 16s., average 15s. 10d.; 
only one of the Unions state that any sums are paid to women arid 
children for piece work, and that is Newark, where the former are 
said to obtain 9s., and the latter 6s. per week in the Michaelmas 
quarter. 

Special Work. — Cutting corn from 8s. Gd. to 10s. per acre. In 
Derbyshire the labourer is paid in the corn harvest for cutting "corn 
" at per thrave, or twenty-four sheaves ; for wheat Gd., for oats 2^d. 
" per thrave ; a good hand will cut twenty thraves of wheat per day ; 
" oats thirty to thirty-five thraves per day," butjio food or drink is 
allowed. Mowing 3s. Gd. to 5s. per acre, with one quart of ale for 
each acre mown. 

Nobth "Western Division. 

Is constituted by the union counties of Chester and Lancaster, 
area 2,012,390 acres, population 2,490,827 persons ; the number of 
the adult population engaged in agriculture 112,184 or 8'3 per cent, 
of the total adults. This division is represented by six Eeturns; 
namely, Chester by Runcorn, Nantwich, and Hawarden ; and Lan- 
caster by the Ormskirk, Clitheroe, and Garstang Unions. 

Weekly Wages. — Men's lis. to 18s., in some places the labourers, 
or part of them, are boarded with the farmers, when their pay is 
from 5s. to 7s. less. The average of the full wages for Michaelmas 
was 13s. 3d. and Christmas 12s. The average of the women's wages 
was 6s. lid. for the former, and 6s. 4<d. for the latter quarter. It is 
one of two highest districts in the kingdom for women's wages. 
The children's wages ranged from 3s. to 8s. in the first quarter, 
average 4s. 9§d.; and from 2s. to 5s. in the second, average 3s. Id. 

Harvest Wages. — In Lancashire 15s., 18s., 21s., and 24s. per week. 

Allowances. — Pood and drink during harvest only ; at that time 
the men, women, and children's meals appear to be supplied by the 
farmers. In one union, Clitheroe, no allowances are made, but the 
wages are higher there. 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter from 15s. to 21s., 
average 18s. ; Christmas 14s. to 15s., average 14s. 8d. 

Special Work. — Draining, men 15s. per week, boys 7s. 6^., 
(Garstang Union.) 

Tobk Division. 

This district comprises the three Hidings, area 3,654,636 acres, 
population 1,789,047 persons, of the adults 137,681 are employed in 
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agriculture, or 14"3 per cent. Seven unions represent this division, 
namely, West Eiding by Settle, Pateley Bridge, Doncaster, and 
Thorne; and the North Eiding by the Malton, Leyburn, and 
Eichmond Unions. 

Weekly Wages. — Men's 12s. to 16s., the average for Michaelmas 
being 14s. 3\d., and Christmas 12s. 8d. The average for the women's 
was 5s. 9Ji. and 4s. 7d. respectively. Children's range from 2s. to 
6s.; the average of the former quarter being 3s. Id., and the latter 
2s. lid. 

Harvest Wages. — " A very few of the best workmen have been 
" hired for four weeks during harvest for 18s. per week in money, 
" with the allowance daily of breakfast, dinner, and supper with about 
" three pints of ale " (Doncaster Union). 24s. weekly at task work 
during the harvest (Malton Union). " A man with his wife and child 
" might earn together, supposing that they were in full time, 6s. Qd. 
" per day," or 42s. per week (Thorne Union). 

Allowances. — Giving food or drink appears to be the exception, 
and not the rule, in this district ; when, if any allowance of the sort 
is made, it is at harvest. In the Malton Union where the men's 
wages are only 8s., the labourer has in addition " six days' victuals." 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter had from 15s. to 
18s. per week, average 16s. lOd. ; Christmas 12s. Qd. to 18s., average 
15s. lid. 

Special Work. — Draining at which the labourer will earn 
" 18s. 6d. per week if the weather is at all tolerable," (Eichmond 
Union.) 

NoETHERN DlTISION. 

This division contains four union counties, with an area of 
3,492,322 acres, and a population of 969,126 persons; of those aged 
20 and upwards 83,822 are employed in agriculture, which is a ratio 
of 16 - 1 per cent, on the adult population. These counties are 
represented by ten unions ; namely, Durham by Darlington and 
Sedgefield ; Northumberland by Morpeth, Berwick-on-Tweed, and 
Glendale; Cumberland by Brampton, Wigton, and Bootle; and 
Westmoreland by East Ward and Kendal. 

There is a peculiarity to be noted in regard to the agricultural 
labourer of Northumberland and Durham, where the farm servants, 
who are called " hinds," make a special engagement with the farmer. 
" Each farm," says Sir "F. H. Doyle, "is provided with an adequate 
" number of cottages having gardens, and every man who is engaged 
" by the year has one of these cottages ; his family commonly finds 
" employment more or less ; but one female labourer he is bound to 
" have always in readiness to answer the master's call, and to work at 
" stipulated wages ; to this engagement the name of bondage is given 
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" and such female labourers are called bondagers, or women who work 
" the bondage. * * * * Each man, instead of working for weekly 
" wages, is hired for a-year. He is provided with a cottage and 
" small garden upon the farm, for himself and family, several of whom 
" in many cases are engaged for the year, as well as himself. The 
" wages of the hind are paid chiefly in kind, those of his sons, &c, 
" either in money, or partly in money and partly in kind."* 

In the present Eeturns the value of the hind's remuneration is 
stated to be equal to 15s. per week. 

Weekly Wages. — Men's range from 9s. to 18s., the Michaelmas 
average being 14s. 1(W. ; Christmas 13s. 4d. In this district the 
women's wages attain the highest point, the average for the first 
quarter was 10s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. for the second. The children's 
wages vary from 3s. to 8s., the Michaelmas average was 5s. 9^ d. ; 
Christmas 3s. 9d. 

Harvest Wages. — Hay and corn harvest 15s. to 21s. per week for 
men with rations, or Is. 6d. per week extra in lieu of rations. 
"Women 9s. with 6s. for rations (Bootle Union) ; 15s. and 18s. in the 
GHendale and Berwick-on-Tweed Unions. 

Allowances. — By no means general in this district, when anything 
is given, it is food and drink in harvest time. But in some places a 
cottage rent free and garden are given to the labourers in addition 
to their ordinary wages (Darlington and Morpeth Unions). 

Task Work. — Men in the Michaelmas quarter 17s. 6d. to 25s., 
average 19s. Id. ; Christmas 14s. to 18s., average 16s. \\d. 

Special Services. — It is the practice in this district for the farmers 
to hire their servants by the half-year or year. Those called " hinds" 
are " men with wives or families living in cottages on the farm, have 
" them rent free in general, with an allowance of twenty bushels of 
" potatoes in addition, and in many instances, their bread corn at a 
" limited or stated price " (Darlington Union). The "hinds" receive 
" yearly wages, which are paid in kind in corn principally, with an 
" allowance for a cow or pig, &c," again " the wages alter according 
" to the price of corn ; when wheat is worth 7s. 6d. per bushel ; barley 
" 5s. per bushel, oats 3s. per bushel, peas 5s. per bushel, and potatoes 
" 10s. per load, the usual allowance is 5s. to 6s per week, and which, 
" with the privileges mentioned above, make the run of wages equal to 
" about 15s. to 18s. per week for men according to their ability."f 
In the Grlendale Union it appears that " the largest portion of the 
" labourers are hired by the year, on wages paid in corn, cow's keep, 
" house and garden, &c, and a small portion of money, equal to about 
" one-eighth or one-seventh of the whole value." 

* Sir P. H. Doyle's " Report on the Employment of Women and Children in 
" Agriculture," Sess. 1843. 

t Mr. Villier's Beturn, No. 14, 1861. 
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"Welch Diyision. 

This, the last division, comprises the union county of Monmouth 
and whole of Wales, area 5,226,881 acres; population 1,188,914 
persons; of the adults 164,773 are engaged in agriculture or 25'7 
per cent, of all persons above 20 years of age. Fourteen unions 
represent this division, namely, Monmouthshire by Monmouth, 
Bedwellty, and Newport ; and, Wales by Merthyr Tydvil, Bridgend, 
and Cowbridge, Grower, Llanelly, Llandilofawr, Carmarthen, Haver- 
fordwest, Cardigan, Crickhowell, Knighton, and Conway. 

Weekly Wages, — The men's range from 8s. Qd. to 15s.; the 
average for the Michaelmas quarter was lis. Id., and for Christmas 
lis. Ad. The women's average 5s. Id. and 4s. 8d. in the two 
quarters respectively. The children's wages vary from is. 6d. to 9s. ; 
the average for Michaelmas was 3s. 9d., and for Christmas 3s. 8id. 
Many labourers and farm servants are hired by the year, and live 
with their masters, men's wages are then 10Z. to 18?. ; women 4il. 10s. 
to 11.; boy's 61. to SI, and girl's 21. to 4Z. 

Sanest Wages. — From the practice which prevails in this 
district of hiring the labourers by the year, and lodging and boarding 
them with the farmers, there appear to be no special earnings for 
harvest work, except in a few places. The men's harvest wages in the 
Cardigan and Knighton Unions are returned as 15s. or 16s. without 
food, or 8s. with food ; women 3s., 4s., and 6s. with food ; and in 
some other unions 6s. without food. 

Allowances. — To those men who do not lodge with the farmers 
there is an allowance of beer or cider, at the hay and corn harvest, in 
quantity varying from two to four quarts daily ; but this allowance 
only prevails in some parts of this district. It may be remarked with 
respect to the charge for the labourer's board, in this and other 
divisions of the Kingdom, that it is usually estimated at 5s. per 
week, that amount being the difference in the wages of a man who 
is supplied by the farmer, and of one who purchases his own food. 

Task Work. — Men's earnings in the Michaelmas quarter vary from 
13s. to 21s. per week, average 15s. lOd. ; in the Christmas quarter 
13s. to 16s. 6^., average 14s. bd. 

Special Work. — Braining is 15s. per week for men. 

England and "Waxes. 

Summarising such of the foregoing facts, as readily yield to the 
process, we arrive at the following results for the ten divisions of the 
kingdom. The area (excluding the metropolis) contains 37,246,886 
acres, with a population of 15,565,373 persons ; the number of adults 
is 8,421,634, of whom 1,560,243 are engaged in agriculture, being 
185 per cent, of the whole. The agricultural class, as given here, 
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and in the ten divisions above, include all persons aged 20 and over, 
returned under Class IX of the Census of Occupations (1851), which 
class embraces all those who are immediately dependent on this 
industry, as landowners, farmers, labourers, and their adult kinsfolk. 
It forms the second group of the industrial statistics of the " Poor 
" Rates and Pauperism " series, that is 

Group (6.) — Agriculture. 

Class IX. — Persons possessing or working the Land, and engaged in growing 
Grain, Fruits, Grasses, Animals, and other Products: — 

Sub-class 1. In Fields and Pastures 1,502,162 

„ 2. Woods 7,005 

„ 3. Gardens 66,914 

102 unions represent the kingdom; this is about one-fifth of those 
which are wholly or chiefly agricultural. 

Weekly Wages. — Michaelmas quarter, the men's range from 
8s. to 18s. : the women's from Is. to 10s. ; the children's from Is. Qd. 
to 9s. Christmas quarter, the men's range from 9s. to 15s. ; the 
women's from Is. to 9s. ; the children from Qd. to 7s. The average 
of the half-year in respect to the men's wages was lis. Qd. ; the 
women and the children 4s. 2d. 

Task Work. — Michaelmas quarter, men's earnings vary from 
lis. Qd. to 28s. Qd., the average being 15s. lOd. ; Christmas quarter 
lis. to 18s. per week, the average being 13s. 9d. 

The wages of shepherds, carters, horsemen, and cowmen are 
generally Is. to 2s. Qd. more than the ordinary weekly wages of the 
other labourers ; besides which they receive more liberal perquisites, 
in the way of rent-free cottages and gardens, and money gifts at 
special seasons. 

III. — Scarcity of Labour ; Rise in Wages. 

The form of return, from which this paper has been compiled, was 
confined to an inquiry into the rate of wages and amount of allow- 
ances, in certain rural unions ; but in some instances the information 
obtained extended beyond a mere answer to those queries. In 
several places a scarcity of labour and a rise in wages are mentioned. 
From the Hereford Union the informant says " I am disposed to 
" think the wages of agricultural labourers will increase, and indeed 
" have done so Within this last two years, as there has been almost a 
" scarcity of labour, for when the farmer is receiving high prices for 
" his produce he spends more in labour." "With reference to the 
Stourbridge Union it is stated that " Men can always get work, and 
" scarce few of them remain long with the same employer. The tran- 
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" sition from the farm to the works is easy ; in the latter labourers' 
" wages vary from 2s. Qd. to 3s. per day, the agriculturist's wages being 
"lis. per week." In respect of the Gower Union it is stated that 
" The increasing demand for labour in the neighbouring mineral 
" district has (combined with emigration) caused an advance of 
" 30 per cent, in the wages of agricultural labourers within the last 
" twelve years." The respondent for the Llanelly Union says that 
the men get employment in the iron works there, or at Merthyr ; 
" this raises the rate of wages considerably, and if I want farm 
" labourers, I generally go to a distance to look for them." 

A table is given below of the average weekly wages in thirty- 
four counties in 1824, 1837, and 1860 ; the data for 1837 I have, 
with the permission of the Poor Law Board, abstracted from a valu- 
able, but unpublished, series of reports made to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners in that year, by their Assistant Commissioners, upon the 
rate of wages throughout the country. The rise in the rate, as indi- 
cated by the table, is certainly not so great as might have been 
anticipated : in 1837 the average was 10s. Ad., and in 1860, lis. Id., 
which is but an increase of 12 - 1 per cent. The increase, however, 
between 1824 and 1860 was 2s. 3d. or 24" 1 per cent. Taking the 
average of all the counties returned in 1824 (Table IV), as repre- 
senting the Kingdom, and comparing it with the similar average for 
1860, the facts are these — 

s. d. 

1824 average wages 9 4 1 T „ ., „„ „ 

1Rfin 10 n I I ncrease 2s - 8«<i or 28*7 per cent. 

The following are some of the most important increases in each 
division. In Sussex men's weekly wages in 1824 were 9s. Id.; in 
1837, 10s. Id.; in 1860, lis. Sd.; the rise in thirty-six years was 
2s. Id. In Hants the wages were 8s. Qd., 9s. Qd., and 12s., increase 
3s. Qd. Northampton, 8s. Id., 9s., and lis., rise 2s. lid. Suffolk, 
8s. 3d., 10s. Ad., and 10s. Id., increase 2s. Ad. Wilts, 7s. Id., 8s., 
and 9s. 6d., increase Is. lid. Dorset, 6s. lid., 7s. 6d., and 9s. Ad., 
increase 2s. 5d. Hereford, 7s. Id., 8s., and 9s., increase Is. lid. 
Lincoln, 10s. 2d., 12s., and 13s., increase 2s. lOd. North York, 
10s. 3d., 12s., and 13s. Qd., increase 3s. 3d. Durham, lis. 6^., 12s., 
and 14s. 3d., increase 2s. 9d. AVales, 8s., 7s. Qd., and lis. 2d., 
increase 3s. 2d. This large increase in the principality, nearly equal 
to 40 per cent., appears to be chiefly due to the action of the iron, 
works and collieries upon the labour market there. 

The thirty-four counties previously alluded to are the following, 
namely : — 
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Divisions and Counties. 



South-Eastern. 
Surrey (Extra Metropolitan) . 
Kent ditto 

Sussex 

Southampton 



South Midland. 

Hertford 

Northampton 

Bedford 



Eastern. 



Essex 

Suffolk 

Norfolk 

South-Western. 

Wilts 

Dorset 

Devon 

Somerset 



West Midland. 

Gloucester 

Hereford 

Salop 

Stafford 

Worcester 

Warwick 



North Midland. 

Lincoln 

Nottingham 

Derby 



North Western. 
Chester 



York - 

West Riding 

East Riding 

North Riding 



Northern. 

Durham 

Northumberland 

Cumberland 

Westmoreland 



Welsh. 



Monmouth 
Wales 



Average of Si Counties, count-~\ 
ing North and South Wales > 
as two J 



Average "Weekly Wages of Men in 



1824. 



s. d. 

10 8 

11 9 
9 7 

8 6 

9 - 
8 1 

8 7 



7 7 

6 11 

7 6 

8 2 

9 3 

7 1 

8 10 
10 8 

8 2 

8 10 

10 2 
10 3 
10 10 

10 8 



12 
11 
10 

11 
11 
12 
12 



10 1 
8 - 



9 4 



1837. 



s. d. 

io 6 

12 - 

io 7 

9 6 

9 « 

9 - 

9 « 



io 4 
ic 4 
io 4 



7 6 



9 

12 

9 



12 - 

12 - 

12 - 

13 - 



T2 
12 
12 

12 
12 
12 
12 

IO 

7 



1860. 



*. d. 

12 9 

12 - 

11 8 

12 - 

10 - 

11 - 
10 3 



11 
10 

10 

9 

9 

9 

10 

9 
9 
10 
12 
10 
10 



13 - 

12 9 

12 - 

11 8 

13 6 
13 6 

13 6 

14 3 

14 - 

15 - 
14 3 

11 8 

11 2 



11 7 



There may be, and probably is, a greater rise in the earnings than 
in the wages. The weekly income by task work is 25 per cent, 
greater than by wages ; and, if that plan of payment should be on the 
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increase, there will be a corresponding augmentation of the labourer's 
receipts, which cannot be measured by any statistics we are at pre- 
sent possessed of. Moreover, from the demand for labour, the wife 
and children of the cottager, as well as himself, may now obtain more 
constant employment than formerly. 

I have placed in the Appendix a Table (III) of the average rate 
of wages of husbandmen in several decenniums, commencing in the 
midddle of the last century ; it is transcribed from particulars laid 
before the Lords Committee on the Poor in 1830-31, by the Eev. 
Mr. Beecher, one of the principal witnesses examined on that occa- 
sion. This gentleman appears to have devoted many years to a 
patient study of all the circumstances affecting the welfare of the 
agricultural poor. 

"We may form some notion of the assistance which the labourer 
derives from the work of his wife and children by an inspection of 
the next table. It relates to Norfolk and Suffolk in the year 1837. 
I have taken it, with a slight alteration, from Dr. Kay's short, but 
important paper in No. Ill of the Journal. 



Families. 


Condition. 


Average 
Number of 
Children. 


Average 
Annual 
Income. 


Difference aa 

compared with 

Earnings 

of a Single Man. 


36 




3 

4 
5 

6 

7 


£ 

25-0 
30-6 
32-6 
35-4 
40-5 
45 6 
50-9 


£ 


64 




5-6 


166 




7-6 


120 




10 4 


92 




15-5 


44 




20-6 


15 




25-9 









In the same year, forty-six Kentish families earned from all 
sources, including gleanings, 2,107?. 1*. 10d., or 4-51. 16*. each; 
twenty Sussex families, 827?. 11*. 10d,, or 41?. Is. 6d. each. Task 
work contributed 949?. 8*. 5d. and to the first, and 349?. 5*. 6d. to 
the second amount.* 

The child's earnings are an important item to the father, when 
we find that in some districts the elder boys will earn as much 
as men in other places ; and that even in the south (Westhampnett 
Union) it is stated " a lad between 14| and 16 will often earn as 
" much as a man." In the Depwade Union a scale of wages, appa- 
rently according to the age of the children, is thus returned : — 



1. 


d. 




s. d. 




1 


6 


per week 


3 6 


per week 


2 





,, 


4 


t» 


2 


fi 




5 


*> 


3 







6 


». 



* B. C. Tufiiell's " Report on Kent and Sussex in 1837," (unpublished.) 
VOL. XXIV. PART III. 2 A 
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Dr. Kay alluded in 1837 to the very high earnings of the children 
above ten years of age. 

In Table XVIII (Appendix) the monthly earnings of a man, his 
wife, and boy, living near York in 1842, are set out : — 



Man 
Wife 
Boy . 



Number 

of 

Days' Work. 


Amount Earned. 




£ s. d. 


312 


36 4 4 


209* 


8 8 10 


222* 


5 19 7 




50 12 9 



More than one-fourth of this man's income was derived from the 
labour of his wife and child. 

IV. — Variation in Wages in Large and Small Areas. 

The general variations in 1860 are exhibited by arranging the 
divisions in two parallel columns, commencing the first with the 
highest paid, and the second with lowest paid district, and taking 
the average of the men's weekly wages for the six months as the 
exponent, thus : — 



Divisions. Highest. 

s. d. 

Northern 14 1 

York 13 6 

North Midland 12 8* 

North-Western 12 8 

South-Eastern 11 9i 



Divisions. Lowest. 

S. d. 

South-Western 9 6 

West Midland 10 

South Midland 10 5J 

Welsh 11 2| 

Eastern 11 6* 



It would appear from these returns, that no commodity in this 
country presents so great a variation in price, at one time, as agri- 
cultural labour, taking the money wages of the men as the best 
exponent of its value. A labourer's wages in Dorset, or Devon, are 
barely half the sum given for similar services in the northern parts 
of England. This great difference is perhaps unparalleled by any 
other article of value, capable of as easy transfer from place to place, 
so far as bulk is concerned. It may not be possible to define 
the cause of this indisposition of the agricultural population to a 
change of residence in search of better remuneration. The natural 
vis inertia of the class, attachment to their native place, and above 
all, a well-founded dread of the miseries of a disputed poor law 
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settlement in the hour of their destitution, may co-operate to 
produce the result. 

But considerable differences in wages obtain in small areas, and 
instances of these are afforded by the Keturns. In the Samford 
Union (Suffolk) it is stated, that " in the parishes bordering upon 
" the Orwell and Manningtree rivers the wages range 2*. a week 
" higher than in the parishes on the western side of the union." 
"With reference to the Stourbridge Union it is noted, that " in thai? 
" part in which mining and manufacturing is carried on labourers' 
" wages are highest, and are on the average 13s. per week. In the 
" purely agricultural portion the weekly wages average not more 
" than 10*." 

In the Burton-on-Trent Union it is stated, that the agricultural 
labourers have an especial advantage in the large numbers of men 
employed in the breweries during the winter, which tends to raise 
wages. 

In Monmouthshire and "Wales, the proximity to the "Iron 
" Works " is frequently stated to be the cause of higher wages than 
those given in the remoter parishes. In Merthyr Tydfil wages had 
risen to 13s. 6d., the average being lis., in consequence of the 
" opening of new collieries," in that Union. 

In one of the Sussex Unions (Midhurst), where the ordinary 
rate of wages is lis., it is stated that when the labour is required 
near railroad works, or enclosures, the pay is 15s. 

I have selected from the returns five unions which exhibit con- 
siderable variations. The respondents were not asked any questions 
upon this point, or doubtless more instances would have been 
furnished. 



Unions. 


Area 
in Square 

Miles. 


Wages. 


Difference 


Lowest. 


Highest. 


per Cent. 




78* 

25 
172 
270 
115 


s. d. 

IT - 
TO - 

12 - 

9 ~ 

TO - 


*. d. 
13 - 

13 - 

15 - 

12 - 

15 - 


18 




30 




25 




33 




50 







Great depressions in the rate of wages in one place as compared 
with another, have been traced to the influence of a lax administra- 
tion of the poor laws. In Table V (Appendix), the five most, and 
the five least pauperized divisions of the country, are brought into 

2 a 2 
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comparison. The range of the men's weekly wages in the first section 
is 9s. Qd. to lis. 9d., average 10s. lid., the rate per head for relief 
7s. lid. ; but, in the second section where the range of wages is 10s. 
to 14s. Id., average 12s. 2d., the rate per head is only 4s. 2d. The 
figures are more significant when a selection is made of smaller areas. 
In the next example five unions are taken from Wilts and Dorset, 
and five from Northumberland and Cumberland. In the Southern 
unions where the rate per head of relief is 8s. 2d., the wages 
averaged 9s. 6d., while in the northern ones, the rate per head being 
only 5s. 5d., the wages averaged 14s. 6d. The relief was 34 per 
cent, lower, and the wages 53 per cent, higher in the second as 
compared with the first group of unions. 



Unions. 


Population 
in 
1851. 


Belief 

to 

the Poor in 

I860. 


Kate 

per Head of 

Relief on 

Population. 


Average 

of 

Men's Weekly 

Wages.* 


In Wilts and Dorset — 
Devizes, Alderbury, Wim-"| 
borne and Cranborne, 1 
Wareham and Parbeck, and f 


79,b?9 
79,255 


£ 
32,594 

21,532 


S. d. 

8 2 

£ 5 


s. d. 
9 6 


In Northumberland and Cum- 
berland — 
Berwick, Glendale, Brampton, "1 
Wigton, and Boothe J 


14 6 







* The money wages alone have been taken for the purpose of comparison ; no 
attempt has been made to estimate the value of the perquisites in the two districts. 



There are of course many other circumstances, besides the mal- 
administration of relief, which influence the rate of wages ; yet, the 
effect of the poor laws upon the labourers' remuneration is not to be 
ignored. 

V. — The Labourer's Expenditure — Food, Clothing, and Bent. 

The rate of wages alone, does not exhibit the economical condi- 
tion of the labourer ; we must further ascertain the command which 
those wages give him over the articles he consumes — in other words 
we require the cost of the food, clothing, and lodging which he, and 
his family, actually require and obtain. If we possessed labourers' 
accounts of their own disbursements at the present time, similar to 
those in the Appendix for past years (Tables VI to XIV), we should 
have all the elements for solving this interesting question ; but in 
their absence we must seek for aid in other quarters. 

First in importance to the labouring man's welfare, is the price 
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7 4 



Butter, per lb. . 
Cheese „ 
Tea „ . 

Sugar „ 



s. d. 
-«* 

- 6| 
3 2 

- H 



of wheat ; this was 59s. Id. for the Michaelmas quarter, and 56s. 9d. 
for the Christmas quarter of 1860. 

The prices of the following articles of food are computed from 
the contracts in a metropolitan, a manufacturing, and an agricultural 
district; they are the average of those paid by the guardians of 
Lambeth, Birmingham, and Bury St. Edmunds, for the half-year 
ended at Michaelmas last (1860) : — 

s. d. 

Bread, per 4 lbs - 4J 

Flour, per 280 lbs 39 4 

Potatoes, per ton 110 - 

Mutton and Beef, per stone l 
of 14 lbs / 

It is obvious that the system of union contracts gives the 
guardians a considerable advantage in the market over the labourer, 
who will have to give 12 or 15 per cent, more at the village shop. 
In the absence of any recent accounts of labourers' disbursements, 
it appeared to me that the workhouse stores would afford an approx- 
imate illustration of the required prices. 

In 1846 it was found that six families, on one farm in "Wiltshire, 
consisting of thirty-seven persons, consumed thirty-three gallons 
of bread weekly ; equal to about forty-six gallons for each yearly ; 
which is equal to the flour produced from six bushels of wheat. At 
this rate the cost of bread during the half-fear ended at Christmas 
last would be about 11. Is. 9d. per head.* 

I have obtained from the counties of Kent, Norfolk, Devon, and 
Warwick, the shop-prices, actually paid by the labouring poor in 
those parts of the county, for ten different articles of food, &c, at 
the present time (Table XI, Appendix). This is the average :— 



Bread, per 4 lbs - 

Flour, per 7 lbs 1 

Bacon, per lib - 

Butcher's Meat, per 1 lb - 

Cheese, per lib - 



d. 

n 

3| 
91 

n 
n 



Butter, per lb 1 

Tea, per oz - 

Sugar, per lb - 

Soap, per lb - 

Candles, per lb - 



d. 

-i 
3 

4* 
4* 



The cost per head, per week, for food and clothing in three work- 
houses last year was for men, women, and children, as under : — 





Food. 


Clothing. 


Total. 


Strand Union 


s. d. 
2 9* 

2 8$ 

3 Of 


s. d. 

- 4 

- 3 

- 34 


s. d. 

3 14 




2 llf 




3 4J 







' Twelfth Report of the Poor Law Commissioners, 1846," p. 125. 
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In the Appendix there is a statement (Table XVII) of the cost 
per head, for food and clothing, of the in-door paupers of all those 
unions from which the wages' returns have been received ; and a 
computation of the expense of maintaining a family of six persons 
at the respective rates. At this average the latter would cost 
18«. 9d. per week ; the money wages of a man alone are 11*. 5|rf., 
which is short of the expenditure by 7s. 3\d. But this leaves out of 
view the extra earnings by task and harvest work, and the assistance 
which a man, with a wife and four children, would receive from their 
labour. 

The cost of clothing, and of clothing materials for three unions is 
set forth in detail in the Appendix (Tables XV, XVI). The average 
expense in a metropolitan, and in a rural union, was this : — 

£ s. d. 

A man's suit 2 10 8 

A woman's suit 19 3 

A boy's suit 13 

A girl's suit 117 

Now, since the weekly cost per head for clothing, in the two 
unions from which these figures are derived, is 3%d. only, we may 
infer that the average duration of a suit is 106 weeks. Here again 
the labourer will be at a disadvantage, in regard to the wear and 
tear of his garments, to say nothing of his more restricted market. 

There are many interesting accounts of cottagers' expenditure, 
to be found in the published reports and papers relating to the 
relief of the poor, during the years 1837 to 1846. The most im- 
portant of these I have tabulated and inserted in the Appendix ; 
adding several whieh have never yet been published, (Tables VI, 
VII). 

A good specimen is the following, which relates to three families 
in Kent, in 1835 and 1838, the former a low, and the latter a high 
priced year :* — 



Items. 



November, 183S. 



June, 1838. 



5 gallons flour, at 

3 1 lbs. bacon „ 

1$ ,, butter „ 

1 lb. cheese „ 

1 „ sugar „ 

2£ oz. tea ,, 

•j lb. soap „ 

% ,, candles „ 



s. d. s. 

6 8 equal 4 



6 

- 9i 

- 7 

- 6i 

5 - 

- 6 

- 6 



s. d. *. 

io 8 equal 6 



7i 

- II 

- 7* 

~ 7 

5 - 

- 7 

- 7 



d. 

8 

4i 

n 

7 
8 

31 
34 



9 -f 



12 H 



' Twelfth Report of the Poor Law Commissioners," p. 129. 
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No potatoes appear to have been purchased ; they were probably 
grown by the cottagers themselves. Altogether the dietary is a 
liberal one for the class. 

The next, which is that a Suffolk labourer in 1843, whose 
earnings amounted, with the assistance of four members of hia 
family, to 13s. 9d. per week, is not so satisfactory in its constituents. 

s. d. s. d. 

Bread 9 - 

Potatoes 1 - 

Cheese - 3 

Butter - 4J 

Tea - 2 

Sugar - 3J 

Salt - -i 

11 li 

Soap - 3 

Candles - 3 

Blue - -i 

Thread, &e - 2 

Coal and wood - 9 

I 5* 

Rent 1 2 

13 9 

Note. — " Report on the Employment of Women and Children in Agriculture, 
" 1843," p. 233. 

This family consisted of seven persons. It is worthy of note that 
of lis. l^d. spent in food, 10s. was expended in bread and potatoes. 

The following statement was made by one of the witnesses 
examined by the Select Committee of 1837, to show that a single 
able-bodied man was enabled to live on 6s. per week ; it provides a 
very full allowance of cheese and bacon, compared with actual 

dietaries of the same class. 

d. ». d. 

14 lbs. Bread, at H per lb. equals 1 9 

If „ Cheese „ 6| „ „ - 10J 

3 „ Bacon „ 7 „ „ 1 9 

7 pints Beer ,, 1| per pint „ - 10£ 

Lodging and washing - 9 

6 - 

Note. — " Appendix to Second Report of Select Committee on the Poor Law 
" Amendment Act," p. 58, House of Commons, No. 138, Sess. 1837. 

To furnish the reader with a broader basis of facts, I have here 
summarised the quantities and cost of the weekly food of eight 
families in 1837, whose collective number was fifty-three, i.e., sixteen 
adults and thirty-seven children. Two of the families resided in 
Kent, four in Sussex, one in Devonshire, and one in Cumberland. 
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Flour 280 lbs. 

Bread 58 „ 

Potatoes — 

Bacon 4-J„ 

Meat 9 ,, 

Batter 9J„ 

Cheese 16 „ 

Tea 12£ oz. 

Sugar 8ilbs. 

Cider — 



In this instance, the cost per head for food alone, was 1*. %\d. 

It is remarkable that, I have only found one instance where 
any expenditure for beer, or cider, enters into the ordinary disburse- 
ments of the labourer. 

It will be useful in connexion with these accounts of 1837, to 
give the price of the principal articles of the labourers' consumption 
in a southern and a northern district, in that year :* — 



£ 

2 


*. 

5 
8 
1 
2 
4 
9 
7 
3 
4 
2 


d. 




8 




9 




10J 




} 




?, 




4 


- 


n 

7 




(1 






4 


9 


7 



Articles. 



Bread, 4 lbs 

Flour, per lb 

Potatoes, 56 lbs 

Bacon and pork, per lb 
Beef and Mutton „ 

Cheese, perlb 

Butter „ 

Tea , 

Sugar „ 



Hants 
and Sussex. 



8. ft. 

- 7 

- i% 

1 2 

- 71 

- 6 

- 5* 

- io| 

3 7 

- 7 



Manchester. 



d. 
1 
2 
3 
6 
6 



For the purpose of comparison with the preceding dietaries, 
the food contained in the dietaries of four agricultural unions, 
namely, Bedford, Eastry, Dunmow, and Louth, taking the mean 
quantity allowed weekly to each able-bodied in-door pauper, male 
and female, aged 9 and upwards, is here given ; namely : — 

lbs. oz. 

Bread 6 13* 

Flour 1 5$ 

Oatmeal - 12 

Peas - 1 

Cheese - 10J 

Potatoes 2 1} 

(Table IX Appendix). 

* Abstracted from the unpublished Reports to the Poor Law Commissioners on 
the Rate of Wages, &c., in 1837. 



Meat 

Suet 

Milk 

Butter 

Vegetables 



lbs. oz. 

- n 

- 3f 

- 15 

- -I 

- 2* 
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The proportion of the labourers outlay in bread, as regulated by 
the price of the article and the size of his family, is exemplified in 
the subjoined table. 



Year. 


Number 

in 
Family. 


Weekly 


Cost of 


Total 


Flour or Bread. 


All other Articles. 


Expenditure. 


1841 


9 

8 
8 


s. d. 

8 3 

io 6 

8 3 


s. d. 

3 6J 
6 7* 

4 - 


s. d. 
li H 


'41 


17 11 


'41 


12 3 








25 


27 o 


14 2 


41 2 


1837 


6 
2 
9 


5 6i 

2 X 

7 o 


7 8 
3 7 
5 9 


13 2J 


'37 


5 9 


'37 


12 9 








17 


14 8* 


17 - 


31 8* 



Note. — E. C. Tufnell's Report on the Sanitary State of Kent and Sussex, 
" Local Reports," Sess. 1842. 

In 1841, when wheat was at 64s. 4,d., the expenditure for bread 
and flour for three families of twenty-five persons was 27«., or two- 
thirds of the total ; but, in 1837, three families of seventeen persons 
spent less than one-half upon the same articles, wheat at that time 
being 55*. lOd. : but the families being larger in the dear than the 
cheap period, that circumstance must be taken into account. 

A very complete statement of the yearly expenditure of a York- 
shire labourer's family, and of a Cornish family, will be found in the 
Appendix, Tables X, XII, and XIII). Each family consisted of a man 
and wife, and five children. The first account relates to 1841-2, and 
the second to 1845. The principal heads of expense are as follows: — 



Articles. 



Food 

Physic 

Coals, candles, and soap.. 

Clothes 

Cooking utensils, &c 

Rent 

Schooling and books 

Clothing club 



Yorkshire Family. 



£ s. 

33 3 

- i 

3 io 
6 3 

- 6 

4 - 

- 7 

- i7 



d. 
-i 

3 
5 

ii 
3 



48 9 3 



Cornish Family. 



£ ». d. 

16 15 3 

2 9 10 

8 5 7 

4 14 - 

- 13 - 



32 17 8 



It should be observed that the second family grew enough 
potatoes for themselves, and for a pig ; and that the weight of the 
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latter when killed was generally 200 lbs., and " serves the family for 
" about seven months." The particulars of dress of this family 
(Table XIII) afford an instructive lesson of thrifty management in 
a cottager's household. The husband's cloth coat for Sundays cost 
50s., but he had worn it for thirteen years. His wife's bonnet costs 
2s. 6d., and it lasts for one year and a-half. 

The cost of this family's clothing stands thus ; divided among its 
members, namely : — 

£ s. d. 

Husband's clothes 2 7 1 

Wife's 1118 

Boy's (two, 10 and 7) clothes 2 3 4 

Girl's (three, 12, 4, and 2) clothes .... 2 3 6 

8 5 7 



Note. — " Twelfth Annual Report Poor Law Commissioners," p. 134. 

The average expenditure per week of the two families for clothing 
was 2s. 9\d., or 4fe?. per head. In Table XIV similar items are 
given in respect of two Devonshire families, whose average was 
2s. 6f d. ; or 2%d. per head, weekly. 

With the purpose of completing the view of the labourer's 
expenditure, it will be necessary to give some information as to the 
rent he pays. I know no better record than a table in the Appendix 
to Mr. Edwin Chadwick's Sanitary Eeport of 1842, from which the 
following selection is made. The rent is an average in respect of 
those counties, where several sums are specified : — 



£ *. 

Norfolk 2 2 

Suffolk 2 2 

Bucks 2 12 

Cumberland 2 19 

Bedford 3 5 



a- year 



£ s. d. 

Hereford 3 10 - a-year. 

South Wales 3 10 - „ 

Shropshire 3 13 6 „ 

Worcester 3 13 6 ,, 



In one of the Dorset Unions, in Mr. Villier's Eeturn, the rent of 
a cottage and good garden is stated to be, on the average, Is. Qd. per 
week. The rent usually paid will range from Is. to 2s. per week, 
taking the country throughout ; the higher rent is charged where 
a good garden is included in the tenement. 

VI. — Influence of the Seasons on Earnings. 

Judging by the number of Paupers on the Eelief Lists, February 
is the worst, and August the best month for agricultural employment. 
The maximum number of Paupers in the year is attained in the 
second week of the former, and the minimum in the fourth week of 
the latter month. This conclusion is drawn from an average, taken 
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for the four years euded with 1860, of the pauperism of the five 
most agrarian divisions of England. These figures may be fairly 
taken as representative of the usual change due to the seasons, in 
agricultural districts : — ■ 

Number of Paupers. 
(In and Out-door.) 
Maximum period 425,902 

Minimum ,, 370,498 

Here, then, 55,000 more paupers are on the Eelief Lists, under 
ordinary circumstances, in February than in August. 

This is borne out by the wages table of a large farm, in the county 
of Notts, the property of the Duke of Portland. It has reference to 
the year 1830 only, in the 

Paid for Labour. 

First quarter 18*9 percent. 

Second 22-1 „ 

Third „ 38-6 

Fourth „ 20-4 „ 

100-0 

Here the money payments for the Michaelmas quarter are more than 
double those made for the Lady-Day quarter (Table XIX). 

VII. — Labourers' Gross Income; Proportion it bears to Rent and 
farmers' Profits. 

It will be convenient to consider in conclusion, whether any 
useful approximation can be formed to (1) the gross annual income 
of the Agricultural Labourers, (2) the proportion it bears to the 
Landowners' Rent and the Farmers' Profits, and (3) of the yearly 
cost per cultivated acre for Labour. 

Mr. Villier's Eeturn gives only the weekly rate of pay ; now 
without knowing something of the Labourer's extra gains by task 
work and harvest wages, and of the assistance he derives from the 
work of his family, it is not possible to arrive at a very satisfactory 
conclusion as to the amount of his annual income. However, it fortu- 
nately happens that Mr. E. C. Tufnell, in his Eeport on Kent and 
Sussex in 1837, has stated, with great minuteness, the particulars of 
the income of sixty-six families in those counties. These families, 
the majority of them belonging to Kent, numbered in all 295 indi- 
viduals. Their total earnings for the year, excluding gleanings and 
the value of the food, drink, or other perquisites made by the farmer 
to the actual workers, stood thus : — 
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£ s. d. 

Weekly wages 1,208 11 9 

Taskwork 1,298 13 11 

Harvest wages 126 7 1 

Wives' earnings 169 14 3 

Children's earnings 123 - 8 

2,926 7 8 



[Sept. 



This gives an average of 44Z. 6s. 9|d. per family ; this average, or 
rather 4A\l. is taken, in the absence of other data, to compute the 
total income of 1860 ; and it will be found that the average money 
wages per week of the men, in the two counties last year, represented 
the average of the country ; and that, as regards Kent in 1837, they 
were the same as in 1860. The estimate is made in respect of those 
male labourers only who were 20 years of age and upwards, including 
10,252 shepherds and 91,698 small farmers working on their own 
farms ; these are all treated as heads of families. Then there are 
87,608 in-door male farm servants, aged 20 and upwards, whose 
average wages and board will be equal to 30Z. per annum. Of the 
females aged 20 years and upwards 34,862 are excluded, because it is 
presumed they belonged to the 826,789 families of the male group ; 
but 47,450 adult female farm servants (not being domestic servants) 
are included at 16£. wages and cost of board. I do not think 
that this estimate can be considered excessive, for this among 
other reasons, that no attempt has been made in it to arrive at the 
expense of the food, drink, and perquisites allowed by the farmer, 
which in the aggregate must be of considerable amount. At all 
events, the data and the results are set forth for verification or 
amendment in the subjoined table : — 



Agricultural Labourers in 1851. 



Estimated 
Income for 1860. 



[Farm bailiff 10,455] 

Males, aged 20 and upwards — 

Agricultural labourers (out-door) 724,839 

Shepherds 10,252 

Small farmers working on their own farms 91,698 



Average income £44 6*. id. x 826,789 

In-door farm servants — 

Average wages and board.... £30 -s. -d. x 87,608 

Females, aged 20 years and upwards — 

[Agricultural labourer (out-door) 34,862] 

Farm servant (in-door) not being a domestic 
servant — 

Average wages and board.... £16 -s. -d. x 47,450 



36,378,716 
2,628,240 



759,200 



39,766,156 
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The following estimate of the proportion which the aggregate 
labourer's yearly income severally bears to the landowner's rent, and 
the farmer's profits, can only be regarded as tentative ; but it ought to 
be somewhat close to the truth, and if it be, then the proportion in a 
general way is capable of this simple expression, namely : That the 
yearly income of the Labourers is equal to the yearly rental of the 
Landlords, and to twice the yearly profits of the Farmers. The precise 
figures are these : — 



Estimate of that portion of the 

Annual Product of the Land which was Divided between 

Landlords, Farmers, and Labourers in 1860. 


Money Value. 


Landlord's share of the annual produce (farmer's rental "1 
Farmer's share (assumed to be equal to half the rental under "t 
Labourer's share (as per estimate in the previous table) 


£ 
42,955,963 

21,477,981 
39,766,156 




Total 


104,200,100 





Note. — The Amount of Schedule B is taken from No. 592, Sess. 1860. 

"When the Property Tax was proposed to Parliament by Sir 
Robert Peel, he estimated the farmer's profit at half the rental, 
considering the former rating, upon two-thirds of it, to be excessive •* 
but to which proportion the truth is nearest, the returns afford no 
means of even conjecturing. The tithe rent-charge is included in 
Schedule B. 

It follows from the last Table that the value per acre of the labour 
bestowed on the land is equal, very nearly, to the rental per acre. 
The exact figures are these, the calculation is made in respect of 
24,905,758 cultivated acres : — 

s. d. 

Labour per acre* 32 9 

Rent per acre 35 3 

The number of claimants to the produce of the land are in fact 
five, for we must add the tithe-owner and tax-collector to the land- 

* " Hansard," 1842, vol. lxi, p. 488. 

t Some evidence was given before the Lords' Committee, 1830-31, upon the 
cost of yearly labour per acre. On a farm of 1,500 acres at Clipstone, Notts, the 
outlay for labour was, in 1830, 30*. lljrf.; at Balderton, a farm of 340 acres in 
1829-30, 26s. 6<2.; a farm of 1,000 acres, belonging to the late Duke of New- 
castle, 1829-30-31, 22s.j this farm was of light sandy soil, and permanent pasture 
and meadow. In another farm of 900 acres, 24*. i\d.; and in two farms of 
610 acres together, 30s. per acre. 



356 



Ptfbdy on Sate of Wages of Agricultural 



[Sept. 



lord, farmer, and labourer. If we can find the amount of the tithe 
and of the taxes (imperial and local) falling upon the land, we shall 
be able to arrive at the money value of the total produce, exclusive 
of the portion which replaces the cultivators' capital. This is 
attempted in the next table : — 



Shares. 


Money Value. 




Mlns. 

£ 
42-956 ] 
21-478 )■ 
39-766 J 

4-496 I 
2-000 y 
1-141 J 


Mlns. 

£ 




104-200 






4. Tithe owners' (included in land- ~l 

5. Tax collectors' — 


— 


Highway and other local rates .... 


7-637 








111-837 



According to this provisional estimate, the annual value of the surface 
produce is a little under one hundred and twelve millions. 

These estimates will require revision with the occupation statistics 
of 1861 ; and possibly with the agricultural statistics, which at length 
there appears to be some hope of obtaining for England. 

The poor rates, alleviated as they have been since 1834, are still 
a considerable burthen on the land. With the view of finding the 
most exact pressure of this tax, I have taken the Poor Bate Eeturns 
of 1859-60, and from the total, deducted all that was raised as a rate 
and expended in relief in the metropolis and in ninety-five other 
unions, which had less than one-tenth of their adult population 
engaged in agriculture. It is assumed for the purpose of the calcu- 
lation, that all the cultivated ground is within the remaining unions. 
This is nearer the truth than at first sight might appear ; because, 
although a good deal of farm land is within the ninety-five unions 
deducted, yet a very large area, in those retained, will be covered 
with houses, paying rates, which to a certain extent balance the 
agricultural districts unavoidably eliminated. 

The amount raised as poor rates in the 514 Agricultural Unions 
in 1859-60 was 4,496,033?., which was equivalent to 3s. 73d. per 
cultivated acre; the sum expended in relief was 3,382,801?. or 
2s. 8'6d. ; hence the poor rates were equal to something more than 
one-tenth, and the sum spent in relief to more than one-thirteenth of 
the rental. 

Since the publication of the English return, the House of 
Commons has ordered similar information to be laid before it in 
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respect of Ireland and Scotland, in the same form, and for the same 
period, as that we have just heen discussing. If the facts are as 
fully given as in the original return, we shall he then in a position to 
institute some interesting comparisons with other parts of the 
United Kingdom. 
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(I.) — Statement of so much of the Earnings of Agricultural Labourers in England 
and Wales, as consisted in the Weekly Money Wages to Men, Women, and 
Children, and the Task Work Payments to Men, during the Quarter ended 
Michaelmas, 1860. 



Number 


Divisions. 


Weekly Wages. 


of 
Unions 


Men. 


Women. 


Returns. 


Range. 


Average. 


Range. 


Average. 


13 
9 
9 


I. The Metropolis . . 

ii. South-Eastern .... 
in. South Midland ... 


*, d. s. d. 

8 8 @ 15 6 
10 - „ 12 - 
10 - „ 16 10 

8 - „ 12 - 

9 - „ 13 - 

12 - „ 15 - 

H - „ 18 - 

13 6 „ 16 - 
12 - „ 18 - 

8 6 „ 14 - 


s. d. 

No 

ii n£ 

10 H 

12 I 

9 6» 

10 -i 

13 i 

•3 3 
H 3i 

14 10 

11 1 


s. d. s. d. 
returns. 

1 - @ 8 - 
3 6 „ 7 6 
3 6 „ 6 - 

3 - „ 5 - 

2 6 „ 5 6 

4 - „ 6 - 

4 - „10 - 
4 - „ 9 - 
6 - „10 - 

4 - „ 6 - 


s. d. 

4 7 
4 7 
4 4 

3 9 

4 * 

4 8 

6 11 

5 9* 

io 6 


12 
16 

6 

6 

7 


v. South Western .... 

vi. West Midland .... 

vn. North Midland .... 

vm. North-Western .... 


10 


x. Northern 


14 




5 1 




England and Wales .... 


102 


8 - „ 18 - 


11 9 


1 - ,,10 - 


s - 


Number 


Divisions. 


Weekly Wages. 


Weekly Earnings at Task Work. 


of 
Unions 


Children under 16 Years. 


Men. 


Returns. 


Range. 


Average. 


Range. 


Average. 


13 
9 

9 


i. The Metropolis... 

ii. South-Eastern .... 
in. South Midland .... 
iv. Eastern 


s. d. s. d. 

2 6 @ 7 - 
2 6 „ 5 - 

1 6 „ 7 - 

2 - „ 4 6 
2 - „ 6 - 

2 - „ 7 - 

3 - „ 8 - 
3 - „ 6 - 
3 - „ 8 - 

1 6 „ 9 - 


s. d. 

No 

3 7 
3 5 
3 7 

3 4 
3 3 

3 2 

4 9* 
3 7 

5 9* 

3 9 


s. d. s. d. 
returns. 

11 6 @ 25 - 

12 - „ 15 - 
11 6 „ 23 - 

11 6 „ 22 6 

12 - „ 17 6 

18 - „ 28 6 

15 - „ 21 - 
15 - „ 18 - 
17 6 „ 25 - 

13 - „ 21 - 


s. d. 

'« 3 

13 7 
15 3 

'3 8 

14 4 

3.2 - 

18 - 


12 

16 

6 

6 

7 


v. South Western .... 
vi. West Midland .... 
vii. North Midland ... 

vm. North-Western ... 
ix. York 


10 


x. Northern 


•9 7 
15 10 


14 


xi. Welsh 




England and Wales ... 


102 


1 6 „ 9 - 


3 9 


11 6 „ 28 6 


15 IO 



Note. — Abstracted from Mr. Villier's Return, No. 14, Sess. 1861. 
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(II.) — Statement of so much, of the Money Earnings of Agricultural Labourers in 
England and Wales as consisted in the Weekly Money Wages to Men, 
Women, and Children, and the Task Work Payments to Men, during the 
Quarter ended Christmas, 1860. 



Number 


Divisions. 


Weekly Wages. 


of 
Unions 


Men. 


Women, 


Returns. 


Range. 


Average, 


Range. 


Average. 


13 
9 
9 


i. The Metropolis .... 

ii. South-Eastern ... 
in. South Midland ... 
iv. Eastern 


s. d. s. d. 

9 - @ 13 6 
9 6 „ 11 - 

10 - „ 13 - 

9 - „ 10 6 
9 - „ 12 - 

11 - „ 15 - 

11 - „ 14 - 

12 - „ 15 - 
9 - „ 15 - 

9 - „ 15 - 


s. d. 
No 

ii 6 
io 4 
ii - 

9 Si 
9 "i 

12 4i 

12 - 
12 8 

'3 4 
ii 4 


s. d. s. d. 
returns. 

1 8 @ 7 6 

1 - „ 4 6 

2 - „ 5 - 

3 - „ 7 - 

1 - „ 5 - 

3 - „ 7 - 

4 9 „ 9 - 
3 - „ 7 6 
3 4 „ 7 6 

2 6 „ 6 - 


s. d. 

4 6 

2 8 

3 ll 


12 

16 

6 

6 

7 


v. South Western ... 

vi. West Midland ... 

vii. North Midland .... 

viii. North-Western .... 


4 ~ 

3 ii 

5 - 

6 4 

4 7 

5 3 

4 8 


10 




14 






England and Wales .... 


102 


9 - „ 15 - 


II 2 


1 - „ 9 - 


4 4i 


Number 


Divisions, 


Weekly Wages. 


Weekly Earnings at Task Work. 


of 
Unions 
Making 
Returns. 


Children under 16 Years. 


Men. 


Range. 


Average, 


Range. 


Average. 


13 

9 

9 

12 
16 

6 

6 
7 


i. The Metropolis ... 

ii. South-Eastern ... 
in. South Midland ... 

v. South Western ... 
vi. West Midland .... 
vii. North Midland ... 

viik North-Western... 


s. d. s. d. 

2 - © 5 - 
- 6 „ 5 6 
2 10 „ 5 - 

2 - „ 3 3 
2 6 „ 4 3 
2 - „ 5 - 

2 - „ 5 - 
2 - ,, 4 - 
2 8 „ 4 6 

1 6 „ 7 - 


s. d. 

No 

3 8 
3 zi 
3 9 

z 9i 
3 5 
3 8 

3 1 

2 II 

3 9 

3 8i 


s. d. 3. d. 
returns. 

11 6 @ 15 - 
11 - „ 18 - 
11 6 „ 15 - 

11 - „ 13 - 

12 - „ 16 - 
15 6 „ 16 - 

14 - „ 15 - 

12 6 „ 18 - 

14 - „ 18 - 

13 - „ 16 6 


s. d. 

14 "i 
13 1 

13 3 

11 9 

'3 4* 

15 IO 

14 8 
ij i4 


10 




16 i£ 


14 




H 5 




England and Wales .... 




102 


- 6 „ 7 - 


3 5* 


11 - „ 18 - 


! 3 9 



Note.— Abstracted from Mr. Villier's Return, No. 14, Sess. 1861. 
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(III.) — Statement of the Weekly Wages of Agricultural Labourers, 
and of the Number of Pints of Wheat purchaseahle with those Wages, 
from 1742 to 1829. 



Periods. 


Weekly "Wages. 


Wheat 
per Quarter. 


Wages as 

Measured in Pints 

of Wheat. 


1742 @ 1752 , 

1761 „ 1770 

1780 „ 1790 , , 

1795 „ 1799 ,. 
1800 „ 1808 

1820 „ 1824 
'25 „ '29 


s. d. 

6 - 

7 6 

8 - 

9 - 
11 - 

11 - 
11 - 


s. d. 
3° - 

42 6 

5' 2 

70 8 
86 8 

57 * 
62, 1 


Winchester Measure. 
102 

90 

80 

65 
60 

101 
93 



Note. — Abstracted from the Rev. John Thomas Becher's evidence given before 
1 Committee of the House of Lords on the Poor Laws, in 1830-31, p. 262. 



(IV.)-, 



of the Average Weekly Money Wages of Agricultural 
Labourers in 1824, 1837, aw? 1860. 



Divisions 
and Union-Counties 


Percentage 

of Persons 

Aged 20 

and 
upwards, 
occupied in 
Agri- 
culture, 
(1851). 


Weekly Wages of Men. 


Difference per Week in I860 
as compared with 


(except 


1824. 


1837. 


1860. 


1824. 


1837. 




More. 


Less. 


More. 


Less. 


2. S. -Eastern. 
Surrey (part of) .... 


Per cent. 

21-1 

19-9 
22 6 
17-4 
26-7 

15-1 
25-9 
26-6 
26-7 
24 3 
30 8 
26-9 
29-7 


s. d. 

10 8 

11 9 
9 7 
8 6 

8 9 

9 - 
8 4 
8 1 
8 1 

7 6 

8 7 

9 


s. d. 

io 6 

IZ - 

10 7 

9 6 

No 
9 6 
9 « 

8 6% 

9 - 

9 61 
9 6 
9 6* 


s. d. 

12 9 
12 - 

11 8 

12 - 
10 8 

returns 

10 - 

11 - 
10 9 
10 3 
10 - 


s. d. 

2 1 
- 3 

2 1 

3 4 
2 1 

1 - 

2 11 

3 3 

1 8 
1 - 


s. d. 


S. d. 
2 3 

1 1 

2 6 

- 6 

2 - 
1 3 

- 9 

- 6 


s. d. 


3. S.-MlDLAND. 

Middlesex (part of) 




Oxford 






— 


Bedford 


— 







Note. — The figures for 1 824 have been deduced from some tabulated results published 
in the House of Commons Paper, No. 292, Sess. 1825 ; those for 1837 from Reports made 
by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioners in that year, but not hitherto published ; and 
the data for 1860 from the House of Commons Paper, No. 14, Sess. 1861. The figures 
marked J are supplied from Mr. J. Fletcher's Paper in the Statistical Journal, vol. vi. 
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(IV.) — Weekly Monet Wages of Agricultural Labourers — Contd. 



Divisions 


Percentage 

of Persons 

Aged SO 

and 
upwards, 
occupied in 
Agri- 
culture 
(1851). 


Weekly Wages of Men. 


Difference per Week in 1860 
as compared with 


(except 


1824. 


1837. 


1860. 


1824. 


1837. 




More. 


Less. 


More. 


Less. 


4. Eastern. 


Per cent. 

26-9 
28-6 
24-7 

30 1 
25-1 
22-2 
20 '3 
22 6 

15 5 
33 2 
25 9 
11 1 

16 1 
11-3 

17-9 
30-8 
30 6 
16-7 
16 7 

16-0 
6-7 

10-8 
18-5 
31-8 

9 6 
15-0 
25-6 
33 5 

14-9 

27-6 


s. 

9 
8 
9 

7 
6 
7 
8 
8 

9 

7 
8 
10 
8 
8 

9 

10 
10 
10 

10 

12 

12 
11 
10 

11 
11 
12 
12 

10 

8 


d. 

4 
3 
1 

7 

11 
6 
3 
2 

8 

1 
10 

8 

2 
10 

10 

2 

3 

10 

8 
1 

6 
8 
3 

6 
5 
3 

1 


s. d. 

io 4 
io 4 
io 4 

8 - 

7 6 

8 - 

8 8 

9 " 

8 - 

9 - 

12 - 

9 6 

IO - 

IO -t 
No 

12 - 
12 - 

12 ~ 

13 " 

12 - 
12 - 
12 - 

12 - 
12 - 

12 - 
12 - 

IO 6 

7 6 


8. d. 

11 3 

10 7 
10 7 

9 6 

9 4 

9 2 

10 6 

10 - 

9 5 

9 - 

10 - 

12 6 
10 - 

10 9 

13 6 
returns 

13 - 
12 9 

12 - 

11 8 

13 7 

13 6 
13 fi 

13 6 

14 3 

14 - 

15 - 
14 3 

11 8 
11 2 


s. d. 

1 11 

2 4 
1 9 

1 11 

2 5 

1 8 

2 3 
1 10 

- 2 
1 11 
1 2 
1 10 
1 10 

1 11 

3 8 

2 10 

2 6 
1 2 

1 - 
1 6 

1 - 

1 10 

3 3 

2 9 

2 7 
2 9 

2 3 

1 7 

3 2 


*. d. 


s. d. 

- 9 

- 3 

- 3 

1 6 
1 10 
1 2 

1 4 

- 5 
1 - 
1 - 

- 6 

- 6 

- 9 

3 6 

1 - 

- 9 

1 6 
1 6 

1 6 

2 3 

2 - 

3 - 

2 3 

1 2 

3 8 


«. d. 


Suffolk 





Norfolk 





5. S.-Western. 
Wilts 














Cornwall 





Somerset 





6. W. Midland. 


— 




, 


Stafford 





Worcester 


_ 


Warwick 





7. N. Midland. 
Rutlantf 


— 




_ 




__ 




__ 


8. N.-Western. 


1 4 






9. York. 
East „ 

10. Northern. 
Durham 


— 


Northumberland .... 
Cumberland 


— 


11. Welsh. 






__ 







Note. — The figures for 1824 have been deduced from some tabulated results published 
in the House of Commons Paper, No. 292, Sess. 1825 ; those for 1837 from Reports made 
by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioners in that year, but not hitherto published ; and 
the data for i860 from the House of Commons Paper, No. 14, Sess. 1861. The figures 
marked f are supplied from Mr. J. Fletcher's Paper in the Statistical Journal, vol. vi. 
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(V.)— Wages and Poor Rates in 1860 ; Five of the Most Pauperized 
Divisions compared with Five of the Least Pauperized Divisions of 
England and Wales. 



Divisions. 


Estimated 

Population, 

1860. 


Belief to the 

Poor, 
Year ended 
l.ady-day, 

1860. 


Number 

of Paupers 

Relieved 

on 

1st Jan., 

1860. 


Rate 

per Head 
of Relief 

on 
Population. 


Rate 
per Cent. 

of 
Paupers 
on Popula- 
tion.* 


Average 
Weekly 
Wages of 
Agri- 
cultural 
Labourers 
(Men). 


Most Pauperized. 


Mlns. 

1176 
1-763 
1-315 
1-852 
1-297 


£ 

467,847 
680,247 
505,801 
594,030 
387,045 


77,757 
96,626 
78,933 
104,475 
74,163 


s. d. 
7 II "2 

7 8-6 
7 8-3 
6 5-0 
5 ii "6 


Pr. cnt. 

6-58 
5-57 
6-01 
5-66 
5-74 


,?. d. 
11 6 


ii. South-Eastern.... 

in. South Midland.... 

v. South- Western.. 


11 9 

10 6 
9 6 

11 3 








7-403 


2,634,970 


431,954 


7 i'4 


5-86 


10 11 


Least Pauperized. 

vii. North Midland.... 

vi. West Midland.... 


1-311 
2-337 
1-104 
1-977 
2-926 


333,231 
547,980 
238,104 
387,066 
517,190 


50,572 
91,792 
42,618 
56,372 
83,307 


5 i 'o 
4 8 '3 
4 3-8 
3 ii-o 
3 «"4 


3-84 
3-91 
3-83 
3-16 
2-85 


12 9 
10 - 
14 1 




13 6 


vm. North- Western.. 


12 8 




9-655 


2,023,571 


324,661 


4 J '3 


3-42 


12 2 



* The population upon which this ratio is computed, differs slightly from that stated 
in the first column, in consequence of a few parishes in each division making no return 
of the numher of paupers whom they relieve. 
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Weekly Expenditure for Food, Soap, and Candles, of the Families 
of Ten Agricultural Labourers. 



Articles 

of 

Consumption. 


Weekly Average Expenditure in 


1835. 

(Kent.) 


1835. 

(Kent.) 


1837. 

(Kent.) 


1837. 

(Kent ) 


1837. 

(Sussex.) 


Flour 


lbs. oz. s. d. 
35 - = 4 2 

3 8 „ 1 5 

1 5 „ 1 2} 
1 - » - 64 

1 - » - 64 

- 2 „- 8 

- 8 „ - 3 

- 8 „ - 3 


lbs. oz. 3. d. 
42 - = 4 6 

28 - „ - 6 
4 - „ 1 6 

1 - „ - 10 

2 - „1 - 

1 - „ - 6 

- 5 „ - 2f 

- 2 „- 3 

- 4 „- 14 

- 4 „- 14 
— - 1 


lbs. oz. s. d. 
35 - = 5 6J 

4 - „ 2 - 

2 - „ 1 8 

3 - „ 1 6 

1 5 „ - 104 

- 2 „- 74 

- 8 „ - 3 

- 8 „ - 34 
— - 2 


lbs. OZ. 5. d. 
16 - = 22 

f-,,-7 

1 - „ 1 - 

1 -»-7 
- 2 „- 6 


lbs. oz. s. d. 
42 - = 7 - 






ToUtoes 






2 5 „ 1 54 


Meat 




Butter 


2 5 „ 2 6 


Chesse 




Sugar 


1 5 „ 9 


Tea 


1 5 „ 6 


Coffee 






- 8 „ 3 


Cacdles 


- 8 „ 34 


Salt, &c 




Milk 









Total cost .... 


9 -J 


9 7} 


12 10} 


4 10 


12 9 


Average Price \ 
of wheat .... J 


39 4 


39 4 


55 10 


55 10 


55 10 


Number in") 
family — 1 
a adults .... | 
c children J 


a 2 

c 4 

6 


a 2 

c 4 

6 


a 2 

c 4 

6 


a ..,., 2 
(old people) 


a 2 

c 7 

9 


Articles 

of 

Consumption. 


Weekly Average Expenditure in 


1838. 

(Kent.) 


1840. 

(Kent.) 


1841. 

(Sussex.) 


1841. 

(Kent.) 


1842. 

(Suffolk.) 


Flour 


lbs. oz. 9. d. 
35 - = 6 8 

3 8 „ 1 9i 

1 5 „ 1 44 
1 -„- 74 

1 - »- 7 

- 2 „- 8 

- 8 „ - 34 

- 8 „ - 34 


lbs. oz. 3. d. 

— 7 - 

49 - = 1 9 

3 5 „ 1 9 


lbs. oz. 3. d. 
42 - = 8 3 

1 5 „ - 9 

1 - ,. 1 - 
1 - „ 1 - 

- 4 „ - 24 

- 8 „ - 34 

- 12 „ - 44 

- - 2 


lbs. oz. 3. d. 
35 - = 10 6 

21 - „ - 74 

3 - „ 3 - 
2 - „ 1 2 

1 -„- 74 
- 2 „ - 74 

_ i 


3. d. 




9 - 




1 - 






Meat 







- 44 




- 3 




- 34 


Tea 


- 2 


Coffee 






- 34 


Salt, &c 


- 3 

- -4 


Milk 








Total cost .... 


12 3i 


10 6 


11 64 


17 1 


11 84 


Average price"! 
of wheat .... J 


64 7 


66 4 


64 4 


64 4 


57 3 


Number in"| 
family — 1 
a adults .... f 
c children J 


a 2 

e 4 

6 


a 2 

e 5 

7 


a 2 

c 7 

9 


a 2 

e 8 

8 


a . 2 

e 5 

7 
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(VII.) — The Average "Weekly Expenditure for Food, Firing, Clothing, 
and Bent of the Families of Four Labourers; abstracted from unpub- 
lished Beports made to the Poor Law Commissioners in 1837. Similar 
particulars in regard to Food and Bent of Three Sussex Families in the 
same year. 



Articles of 
Consumption. 


1837. 
(Devon ) 


1837. 
(Devon.) 


1837. 
(Devon.) 


1837. 

(Cumberland.) 




3pks. 

2 lbs. 
lib. 

Jib. 


s. d. 
= 2 7\ 

,, 1 - 

,, - 9 

- 7 
,, - li 

1 - 

2 6 

- 6 


4 pks. = 

2 lbs. „ 
*lb. „ 


s. d. 
3 6 

1 - 

- 2* 

- 3 

1 - 

2 8 

- 6 

- 9 


2 pks. 
ibag 

3 lbs. 

lib. 
7 lbs. 

2 ozs. 
ilb. 

i lb. 
i lb. 


*. d. 

= 5 - 

„ 1 6 

„ 1 3 

„ 1 1 

» 2 4 

„ - 6 

>, - U 

„ - 3 

1 - 

3 - 

1 6 

„ - a 

2 - 


*. d. 


Flour 


281bs. = 3 10 




— 16 


Potatoes 


21 lbs. „ - 3 
2 „ „ - 10 


Meat 


2 „ „ - 10 








r 


Tea 








Milk 






, ,_ 


Rent 


— 1 - 


Clothes, &c 


— 16 

— 1 - 


Keep of pig .... 
Soap 




Cider 


__ 






Total cost .... 


9 1 


10 -J 


19 11* 


10 9 


Average price "1 
of wheat.... J 


55 10 


5 


5 10 


55 10 


55 10 


Number in"] 
family — 1 
a adults.... f 
c children J | 




2 
5 

7 




. 2 

,. 5 

7 




2 
4 

6 


a .2 
c 4 

6 


Articles 
of Consumpti 


Ml. 


1837. 

(Sussex.) 


1837. 

(Sussex.) 


1837. 

(Sussex.) 


Flour 


s. d. 

56 lbs. = 94 

2 „ „ 1 2 

1 ,, „ - 11 
2oz. „ - 8 

2 lbs. „ 1 - 
not stated 


s. 

56 lbs. = 9 

2 „ „ 1 

1 „ „ 1 

1 oz. „ - 

1 lb. „ - 
1 week 1 


rf. 

4 
2 

3 
6 

8 


s. <Z. 
63 lbs. — 10 6 




2 .. .. 12 




1 » » 1 - 


Tea 






1 lb. „ - 7 


Rent 










Total 


13 1 


13 


11 


15 5 




wheat 

,-r 




Average price of 


55 10 


55 


10 


55 10 


Number in famil 


c 6 




2 
6 

8 


a 
c 


2 


6 

8 






8 







" Second Report of Select Committee on the Poor Law Amendment Act," p. 88 
et seg., House of Commons, No. 138, Sess. 1837 (Sussex). 

Note. — The families referred to in the two first columns (Devon) kept a pig each, 
which supplied them with pork, and they grew their own potatoes. 
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(VIII.) — Statement of the Weekly Expenditure for Food, Clothing, Rent, 
and Firing, of Fifty Agricultural Labourers' Families in 1838. 



Forty-seven Families 
in Lincoln and Leicester. 


Three Families in Cambridgeshire. 


Articles of 
Consumption, &c. 


Total Cost. 


« 

0> 

ip 
'a, 

13 

CO 
CD 

CM 
CM 


Articles of 
Consumption, &c. 


Total Cost. 




l,8491bs. of flour,* "1 
2s. 3d. per stone J 

1754 lbs. of baconl 
and meat, 6d. > 


£ S. d. 
14 17 2 

4 7 9 

- 17 5 

1 2 11 

2 3 74 
1 14 10$ 

- 6 9 


117 lbs. of flour* 
34 lbs. of bacon and 1 


£ S. d. 

- 18 10 

- 1 9 

- 2 3 

- 3 3 

- 2 6 

- - 104 


■a 






^3 






'ji 












B 




Total 


■& 


Total 


25 10 6J 


1 9 54 


CM 




Average price of wheat 

Aggregate number J 
of the families... | 




Averageprice of wheat 


64 7 


64 7 




Aggregate number J 
of the families.... | 


91 adults, 
and 191 
children. 


6 adults, 

and 
9 children. 





* 14 lbs. of flour equal to 16 lbs. of bread. 

Note. — Abstracted from House of Commons Paper, No. 694, Sess. 1838. 

(IX.) — Description and Quantity of Food allowed Weekly to the Able-bodied In-door 
Paupers, aged Nine Years and upwards, in the Four Agricultural Unions named. 





Eastry. 


Bedford. 


Dunmow. 


Louth. 


Description 
of 
Food. 


Men. 


"Women, 
and Boys 

and 
Girls from 

9 to 16. 


Men. 


Women, 
and Boys 

and 
Girls from 

9 to 16. 


Men. 


"Women, 
and Boys 

and ' 
Girls from 

9 to 16. 


Men. 


Women, 
and Boys 

and 
Girls from 

9 to 16. 




lbs. oz. 
7 - 

1 - 

2 - 

3 - 

- 7 

- 4 


lbs. oz. 
6 2 

- 10 

1 4 

1 14 

- 7 

- 4 


lbs. oz. 
6 9 
2 - 

2 - 

3 - 
* 

- 10 

104 
* 

three 


lbs. oz. 
5 11 
1 4 

1 4 

* 

3 

- 10 

104 
* 

three 


lbs. oz. 
9 4 

1 - 

2 - 

3 - 

- 11 

7 


lbs. oz. 
7 - 

- 10 

1 4 

3 - 

- 34 

- 4 

7 


lbs. oz. 
6 3 

- 15 
1 8 

5 4 

- 6 

3 

44 
104 


lbs. oz. 
5 3 






Beef 


15 




1 4 






Potatoes or other \ 


4 12 




- 6 


Milk , 


3 

44 

104 







* In the Bedford dietary these articles are alternative, in this quantity and mode, viz., 
1 lb. of peas pudding instead of 14 lbs. of vegetables j 3 pints of pea soup instead of 2 oz. of 
cheese; and 34 oz. of butterdn lieu of 7 oz. of cheese, in respect of each pauper. 

In the Louth dietary the 1\ pints of milk are allowed to the children only. 
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(X.) — Statement of the Yearly Expenditure for Food, Clothing, Rent, 
fro., of an Agricultural Labourer's Family residing at Bolton Percy, 
near York, in the Tear ended 28th February, 1842. The Family 
consisted of a Man, his Wife, and Five Children. 



Articles of Consumption. 


Cost. 


Total 

Expenditure. 


1.095J lbs. of flour 


£ s. 
20 1 

- 7 

- 11 
4 17 

- 16 
1 1 

- 6 

- 2 

- 18 

- 1 

- 17 

- 14 
1 18 

- 2 

- 4 

- 1 


d. 
1 

Hi 

4 
9 

7 

74 
3 
8 

1 

H 

6 
9 
5 
8 


£ s. d. 






























Eggs 




Milk 








Tea 




Coffee 








Fruit 










33 3 -4 
- 1 3 




1 18 

- 14 

- 17 


2 
4 
2 
9 














Sand „ 






3 10 5 




2 9 
2 10 

- 7 

- 2 

- 5 

- 9 


i 

- 3 

_1 
2 

5 

-i 
54 
34 








Hat 
















Tape 






6 3 3J 




- 2 

- 3 


4 
8 
3 


Cord 










- 6 3 




- 6 

- 1 


2 
6 


4 - - 
















- 7 8 

- 17 4 




— 








48 9 3 



Note. — Compiled from detailed accounts given at pp. 302 — 306 of " Report 
upon the Employment of Women and Children in Agriculture, 1843." 
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(XI.) — Shop Prices, in 1861, of the principal Articles of Food, Sec, 
purchased by the Labouring Population in Four Counties. This infor- 
mation is in respect of the Shops at which the Poor actually dealt. 



Articles of Food, &c. 



Bread per 4 lbs 

Flour per gallon (7 lbs.) 

Oatmeal per lb 

Bacon ,, 

Pork „ 

Butcher's meat per lb. .. 
Cheese ,, 

Salt butter ,, 

Tea per oz 

Sugar per lb 

Soap ,, 

Candles ,, 



Kent. 



d. 
8 
4 

8 
8 
8 
7 
11 
2i 
4i 
4| 
7 



Norfolk. 



*. d. 

- 7 
1 2 

- 2 

- 10 

- 7\ 

- 74 



3 

41 

3* 

7i 



Devon. 



s. d. 

- n 

1 51 

- 4 

- 91 



1 - 



Warwick. 



s. d. 

- 7 
1 2 

- 2i 

- 10 

- 8 

- 8 

- 9 
1 2 

- 3i 

- 5 

- 5 

- 71 



(XII.) — Statement of the Items o/Onb Year's Expenditure of a Cottager's 
Family in the parish of Tywardreath, Cornwall. The Family consisting 
of a Husbandman, his Wife, and Five Children — a Girl 12, a Boy 10, 
a Boy 7, a Girl 4, and another 2 Years old. 



Outgoings. 




Total* 
Expenditure. 


Remarks. 




£ s. d. 

- 10 - 

- 3 6 

2 7 1 

1 11 8 

2 3 4 
2 3 6 


£ S. d. 
4 14 - 

- 13 6 

2 10 - 

7 4 - 

3 3- 

1 8 9 

- 10 - 

- 5 - 

- 9 - 

- 12 - 

1 5 7 

- 14 - 

- 10 3 






Fed on potatoes 
reared by cottager. 

Produces 75 bushels, 
which is enough for 
the family, the pig, 
for seed for the next 
years' crop. 

The pig generally 
weighs 2001bs., and 


6 gallons of barley for fattening... 
Rent, 50 yards of potato-ground 


Barley, 18 „ at 3s. 6d. 
Meat, 12 lbs. per month for 51 




serves the family for 


Tea, l^lbs. at 6s 


about 7 months. 


Butter, 12 lbs. at 1* 












Soap, 18 lbs. at 6!<Z 








Clothing — 


23 19 1 

8 5 7 
- 13 - 




Wife's 
















Schooling of 2 children at ljd. "1 


— 




Total outgoings per annum 


32 17 8 





Note. — Extracted from Mr. E. C. Tufnell's Report to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners in 1846. " Twelfth Annual Report," p. 134 et seg. 
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(XIII.) — Particulars of One Year's Expenditure for Clothing for the 
same Cornish Family. 



Articles of Dress. 



Cost. 



Total. 



Husband's Clothes — 

Cloth coat, for Sunday, cost 50*., had it for"! 

13 years J 

Fustian coat, lasts 6 years, 19* 

Holland duck trousers 

„ ,, frock, lasts 2 years, costs 4s 

Fustian waistcoat, lasts 4 years, 4s. Sd 

Serge drawers 

Two cotton shirts, 2 a-year, 2s. 6d.- 

Flannel shirts, 2 a-year, 2s. &d. 

Neckerchief 

Best hat, lasts 4 years, 5s 

Painted covered straw hat, 2*. Sd., last 2 years .... 

Worsted stockings, 2 pairs at 1*. id 

High shoes, 1 pair 

Low shoes, 2 pairs at 4s. 6d., last 2 years 

Wife's Clothes— 

Two calico under garments 2s. 6d., and 1 serge 1 

ditto 2s. lid J 

Cotton gown 

Two cotton aprons 

Worsted stockings, 2 pairs Is. 2d 

Two day caps of muslin, 6d 

Two night caps, calico ends, i yard 

Two neckerchiefs, 2 a-year, 6d 

Straw bonnet, 2s. 6d., lasts 1J year 

Shoes, 2 pair, 5s. 6d 

Two Boys' Clothes — 

Fustian jacket, one a-piece, 7s 

Corduroy trousers, a pair each, 2s. 6d 

Two shirts each, at Sd 

Worsted stockings, 2 pair each, 8d. 

Hat or cap, one each, Is. 6d. 

Shoes, 2 pairs each, 4s 

Three Girls' Clothes — 

Two calico shifts, each at 8d. 

Next garment, serge, Is. 7d 

Cotton frock, one each, 2«. 2d. 

Two savealls each, Sd 

A bonnet of long cloth, Qd. each 

Worsted stockings, 2 pairs each, 8d. 

Two pairs of shoes each, 3s 




5 5 



6 


5 


2 


8 


2 


4 


1 


- 


- 


2 


1 





1 


8 


11 


- 


14 




5 


- 


2 


8 


2 


8 


3 


- 


16 


- 


4 




4 


9 


6 


6 


4 


- 


2 


3 


4 


- 


18 


- 



£ s. d. 



2 7 1 



1 11 8 



2 3 4 



2 3 6 

8 5 7 
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(XIV.) — Yearly Expenditure for Clothing, Sfc, of the Families of Two 
Agricultural Labourers residing in Devonshire in 1837. 



Articles of Clothing. 



Cost for Family 

of 2 Adults 
and 5 Children. 



Articles of Clothing. 



Cost for Family 

of 3 Adults 
and 4 Children. 



Man's — 
Jacket (lasts 2 yrs.) 
Trousers do. 

Shoes, 1 pair 

Shirts, 2 

Hat (lasts 2 years) 
Stockings, 2 pairs 
Handkerchief, &c. 



Woman's — 

Gown 

Petticoats, &c. 

Bonnet 

Shoes 

Stockings 



Bop's — 
Complete suit , 
Shoes 



Girl's — 
Complete suit . 



Younger Children — 
Each 



Total cost of clothes 

Cost of bedding and "I 

furniture J 



Weekly cost (clothes 1 
only) J 



s. d. 

18 - 

9 - 

3 C 

3 - 

2 6 



15 



about 



£ s. d. 



1 15 6 



1 2 



15 
5 



1 5 



3 5 



6 2 6 
1 1 



7 3 6 



2 4| 



Man's — 
Coat and Waistcoat 

Trousers 

Shoes (high) 

Shirts 

Hat 

Stockings, 2 pair 
Handkerchief .... 



Woman's — 



Child's— 
Suit and hat 
Shoes 



Younger Children- 
three 



Total cost of clothes 
Bedding, &c 



Weekly cost 1 
(clothing only).... J 



s. d. 

4 - 
2 6 



10 



£s. d. 

- 8* - 

- 10 - 

- 10 1 

- 8 - 

- 6 t 

- 5 - 

- 1 - 



2 9 1 



- 17 

- 8 



1 10 - 



2 15 



7 4 1 
not stated 



-26 



Note. — Abstracted from the unpublished •* Report on the Rate of Wages in 
" Devonshire in 1837." 
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(XV.)— Statement of the Prices of Articles of Clothing supplied for the use of the 
In-door Paupers of St. Martin-in-the- Fields Parish, and of the Bedford 
Union, in the Year 1860. 





Cost of in 


A Boy's Suit. 


Cost of in 


A. Man's Suit. 


St. Marlin- 

in- 
tlie-1'ields. 


Bedford 
Union. 


St. Martin- 

in- 
the-Relds. 


Bedford 
Union. 


Coat 


£ s. d. 

- 11 10 

- 3 7 

- 6 6 

- 2 6 

- 2 5 

- 1 1 

- 5 6 

_ „ n 

- 2 6 


£ S. d. 
1 4 - 

- 7 6 

- 6 - 

- 4 3 

- 7 6 

- 2 6 

- 1 6 

- 8 - 

- - 7 

- 2 6 

- - 6 


Blouse (drabbett) .... 


£ s. d. 

- 5 2] 

- 2 3 I 

- 5 10J 

- 5 - 

- 1 8 

- - 6 

- - 4 

- 1 - 


£ s. d. 
- 4 - 


Waistcoat for Sunday 


- 12 6 








Child's skeleton suit 
Boots 


- 8 6 


Shirt 


- 5 3 




Shirt 


- 1 9 






- 1 1 




Handkerchief 






Cap 


- 1 1 




Total 












Total 


1 16 6 


3 4 10 


1 1 9-j 

L 


1 5 8 
boy's 






116 

child's 




Cost of in 


A Girl's Suit. 


Cost of in 


A Woman's Suit. 


St. Martin- 

in- 
the-Fields. 


Bedford 
Union. 


St. Martin- 

in- 
the-1'ields. 


Bedford 
Union. 




£ s. d. 

- 4 6 

- 3 4 

- 3 1 

- 2 - 

- - 9 

- - H 

- - 11 

- 3 1 

- 2 6 

- 5 - 


£ s. d. 

_ 4 _ 

- 3 3 

- 2 - 

- 1 3 

- 3 - 

- 2 - 

- 1 - 

- - 4 

- 1 2 

_ 4 _ 

- 2 6 

- 6 - 

- 1 2 

- - 7 

- - 10 

- - 2 


Upper „ 

Shift 


£ s. d. 

- 3 6 

- 3 3 

- 2 6 

- 1 3 

- - 7 

- - 11 

- 4 8 

- 2 - 

- 3 6 


£ s. d. 
- 2 - 


Upper „ 

Shift 


- 2 - 

- - 8 




Skirt 


- 1 - 




- 1 - 






- - 10| 






- l - 


Shawl or cloak 


-46 




- 2 - 


Shawl 


Tippet and sleeves ... 


- 3 - 




- 3 - 




Total 
















Total 


1 5 3i 


1 13 3 


12 2 


1 1 -i 







Note. — These particulars were kindly furnished to me by Mr. West, the Clerk to the 
Guardians of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, and by Mr. Wing, who holds the same office at 
Bedford. 
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(XVI. ) — Statement of the Prices of Clothing Materials and of Clothes supp lied 
for the use of the In-door Paupers of Birmingham in the Year 1860. 



30-inch strong grey calico, striped at 

68-inch striped calico sheeting „ 

36-inch strong Hurden linen* „ 

„ „ striped* ,, 

31 -inch strong striped blue cotton „ 

Fustian ,, 

Scouring flannel „ 

Cambric for shrouds „ 

Worsted hose, men's „ 

„ women's ,, 

Worsted ,, 

Chambrey „ 

Corduroy ,, 

Blankets, with blue stripe, as per pattern „ 

Brown bed rugs ,, ,, „ 

Men's hats ,, 

,, caps „ 

Women's bonnets „ 

Men's boots (house make) ,, 

Women's ( ,, ) „ 



Price. 



s. 


d. 




- 


4 


per yard. 


— 


9 




- 


5* 


>* 


- 


6* 


n 


- 


5* 


>t 


1 







- 


5 


it 


- 


2* 


„ 


1 


2 


per pair. 


— 


11 




1 


9 


per lb. 


- 


H 


per yard. 


1 


2 




1 


H 


per lb. 


4 


6* 


each. 


3 






1 


- 




1 


8 


it 


10 


- 


per pair. 


7 


- 


,, 



* The plain hurden is used for bed, pillow, and bolster ticks, sheeting for infec- 
tious cases, clothes bags, &c. ; the striped for men's and women's aprons, men's 
slops, children's pinafores, and tramp's shirts. 

Note. — These particulars were kindly furnished to me by Mr. J. Corder, the 
Clerk to the Guardians of Birmingham. 

(XVII.) — Statement of the Weekly Cost per Head, in I860, for the Food 
and Clothing consumed by the Inmates of the Workhouses of the Unions 
included in Tables I and II ; also the Sate of Expenditure of a 
Labourer's Family, for the same Quantity and Description of Articles if 
obtained at the same Prices ; the Family consisting of a Man, his Wife, 
and Four Children; and the Average Weekly Wages only of an Agri- 
cultural Labourer during the Half- Year ended at Christmas, 1860. 



Divisions. 


Rate per Head 

per Week 

in the Workhouses. 


Weekly Cost per 

Labourer's Family 

at the 

Same Kate. 


Man's Weekly 

Wages only, 

Half-) car ended 

Christmas, 1860. 




s. d. 
not returned. 

3 5 
3 3f 
3 1 

2 9 

3 -f 
3 3 

3 -* 
3 5 

3 -* 

3 -i 


s. d. 

20 6 
19 10£ 
18 6 

16 6 

18 a 

19 6 

18 H 

20 6 
18 1| 

18 3 


s. d. 

11 9 

10 oi 

11 6i 

9 6 

10 - 

12 8$ 

12 7 

13 5f 

14 1 

11 2J 


in. South Midland 








VII. North Midland 














3 1J 


18 9 


11 hi 
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(XVIII.) — Statement cf the Earnings per Month of an Agricultural Labourer, 
his Wife, and Boy, residing at Bolton Percy, near York, in the Year ended 
2&A February, 1842. (See Table X.) 





1. 


Man. 


Wife. 


Boy. 


Total. 


Monti 


Days 
Em- 
ployed. 


Amount 

of 
Wages. 


Days 
Em- 
ployed. 


Amount 
of 

Wages. 


Days 
Em- 
ployed. 


Amount 

of 
Wages. 


Days 
Em- 
ployed. 


Amount 

of 
Wages. 


March 

April 

May 


1841.... 

91 ■••■ 
>> .... 


18 
25 
36 


£ s. d. 
2 3- 
2 13 8 

4 4- 


5 
17 
334 


£ s. d. 

- 4 2 

- 14 2 
1 7 11 


10 
23 
35 


£ 8. 

- 6 

- 15 
1 - 


d. 

8 
4 
4 


33 

65 

104* 


£ s. d. 
2 13 10 
4 3 2 
6 12 3 


June 
July 
August 


» •••• 

w .... 

If •••■ 


24 
24 
24 


2 16 - 
2 16 - 
2 16 - 


21 
23 
24 


- 17 6 

- 19 2 

- 19 7 


234 

24 

24 


- 11 

- 12 

- 12 


9 


684 

71 

72 


4 5 3 
4 7 2 
4 7 7 


September 

October 

November 


„ ... 
tt •••■ 

)) .... 


24 
24 
36 


2 16 - 
2 16 - 

4 4- 


234 
18| 
30 


- 19 7 

- 15 5 
12- 


24 
17 
27 


- 12 

- 8 

- 13 


6 
6 


714 
594 
93 


4 7 7 
3 19 11 

5 19 6 


December 

January 

February 


»» •••• 

1842.... 
» »••■ 


23 
24 
30 


2 13 8 

2 16 - 

3 10 - 


14 
nil 
nil 


- 9 4 


15 
nil 
nil 


- 7 


6 


52 
24 
30 


3 10 6 

2 16 - 

3 10 - 




312 


36 4 4 


209* 


8 8 10 


2224 


5 19 


7 


744 


50 12 9 



Note. — Some portion of the earnings of one month appears, in two or three instances, to 
have been paid in the subsequent month. 

Compiled from the detailed account at p. 306 of " Eeport on the Employment of Women 
" and Children in Agriculture, 1843." 



(XIX.) — Statement of the Monthly Sums Paid for Labour at Clipstone 
Park, Notts, the extent of the Farm being 1,500 Acres, of which 200 are 
Water Meadows. 



1830. 


Paid 
for Labour. 


Total 
per Quarter. 


Proportion 
per Cent. 


First Quarter — 


£ s. 

131 10 

139 9 
167 - 


£ s. 
iil 19 
512 9 
896 I 

474 7 














18 - 9 


Second Quarter — 


170 - 
155 3 
187 6 
















Third Quarter — 

July 


303 16 
344 5 
248 - 


22 1 














Fourth Quarter — 


156 9 
150 14 
167 4 


38-6 












20 '4 










2,320 16 


100-0 



Note. — Compiled from the Rev. John Thomas Becher's " Evidence before the 
" Lords' Committee, 1830-31," p. 228. 
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(XX.) — Statement of the Population Aged 20 years and upwards occupied 
in Agriculture, in each Division of England and Wales in 1851 ; 
and of the Ratio per Cent, of the Agricultural to the Total Adult 
Population. 



Divisions. 


1 

Population 

in 

1851. 


2 

Number 

of 

Persons Aged 20 

and upwards. 


S 

Number 

at those Ages 

occupied 

in 

Agriculture. 


i 

llatio 
per Cent. 

of 
8 to 2. 


xi. Welsh 


1,113,982 
1,188,914 
1,234,332 
1,803,291 
1,214,538 
1,628,386 
969,126 
2,132,930 
1,789,047 
2,490,827 
2,362,236 


603,720 

641,680 

660,775 

978,024 

654>679 

887,134 

521,460 

1,160,387 

961,945 

I,35I»830 

i>394,9< 5 3 


160,249 
164,773 
167,627 
227,554 
142,389 
184,601 

83,822 
179,363 
137,681 
112,184 

15,838 


26-5 
25 7 

25*4 
*3 "3 
21 "7 
20 -8 
16-1 
15 S 
H'3 
8-3 
1 'i 


in. South Midland County 

v. South-Western ,, 

vii. North Midland „ 

ii. South-Eastern „ 

x. Northern „ 

ti. West Midland ,, 


vui. North -Western Co. 


England and Wales.... 


17,927,609 


9.8i6,597 


1,576,081 


16-1 



